
Bijlage 1: Tips publishing internationally for Dutch authors 

 It is WRONG that research on national legal systems cannot get published internationally. You 

must however ALWAYS show relevance to the international literature – usually meaning 

Anglo-Saxon literature! - on your envisaged topic and around it (unless the outlet specifically 

aims at publishing national research). 

 

 Thus, the first thing before (thinking about) writing an article is to familiarize yourself with the 

international debate and understand what contribution your article/book is likely to make. What 

is considered highly relevant nationally may be less relevant internationally, and vice versa. It 

may also be that your national legal system deals with a unique challenge that deserves 

international attention. 

 

 Often making your work ‘internationally relevant’ means being more conceptual and theoretical 

in your approach. Therefore be prepared to drastically reduce the amount of detail and focus on 

the BIG PICTURE. (Dutch) law authors might be especially unprepared for this, because for 

them it means losing nuance and therefore reducing the quality of their analysis. The kind of 

analysis that is expected for publishing internationally (at least, for English-speaking audiences) 

is simply of a different nature than we are used to.  

 

 Related to the above: Be prepared to take a position and use an argumentative style. Dutch 

authors in particular are reluctant to express a position/opinion, or they state their position in 

the very end, as modestly as possible, following a lengthy literature review. In the Anglo-Saxon 

academic culture, the presentation of research is usually framed around an argument. The 

argument does not always need to relate to ‘what needs to be changed in the law in order to 

improve practice’ (such arguments are indeed difficult to sustain). It can also critique the 

existing literature, expose gaps in the literature or the law, or critique a theoretical concept.  

 

Articles organised around one argument have the greatest chance to succeed. State your 

argument in the abstract, introduction and conclusion (i.e. sufficiently upfront). 

 

 Look closely into the aim(s) and focus of the journal/publishing outlet. Look into whether they 

publish legal dogmatic work, and of what nature (international law, comparative law, national 

law…). Contrary to the common opinion, many journals and outlets, which publish in law (Hart, 

OUP, CUP…) publish a lot of ‘traditional’ legal dogmatic research. 

 

 Sometimes it is about finding the right ‘hook’ – e.g. if the journal’s theme is ‘human rights’ and 

your topic has (partly) to do with human rights, you could try to ‘hook’ it to the relevant human 

rights debate by crafting an appropriate introduction and referring back to it in the conclusion. 

 

 A note on acceptance and recognition. Be prepared that your work might not resonate nationally 

as much as you are used to. (It can be viewed as irrelevant, too theoretical, insufficiently ‘deep’ 

etc…). It is difficult to ‘please’ national and international audiences with the same piece, 

especially if you write about national law. 

 

To obtain international recognition, it helps to be part of the group/network of the academics 

you are addressing. (It also helps that you would then more or less know what your peer 

reviewers are likely to pick on.) 

 

 “do your homework” by carrying out a journal analysis:  

o What is the word length for submissions? 

o Who is in the editorial board? Which authors have published in that journal before? 



o Have they published articles on similar articles in the past? 

o Do articles have many footnotes? How long are the footnotes?  

o etc 

Bijlage 2: SteR lidmaatschap van Engelstalige tijdschriften 

- Law and Method: Joseph Fleuren (& Marnix Snel) 

- Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights: Jasper Krommendijk 

- European Journal of Migration Law: Paul Minderhoud & Sandra Mantu 

- International Comparative Jurisprudence:  Paul Minderhoud 

- CLEER Working Paper Series: Henri de Waele 

- Transnational Criminal Law Review: Masha Fedorova (forthcoming) 

Bijlage 1: Internationale tijdschriften 

 

Onderstaande tijdschriften bieden mogelijkheden voor het publiceren van artikelen in internationale 

peer reviewed tijdschriften op meer nationaalrechtelijk georiënteerde rechtsgebieden zoals het 

staatsrecht, bestuursrecht en strafrecht. In de voetnoten enkele SteR-onderzoekers die eerder in het 

tijdschrift hebben gepubliceerd. 

- European Constitutional Law Review1 

- Common Market Law Review2 

- International Journal of Constitutional Law 

- European Public Law3  

- The Review of European Administrative Law (REALaw)4 

- Maastricht Journal of European and Comparative Law5 

- German Law Journal6 

- New Journal of European Criminal Law7 

- European Journal of Crime, Criminal Law and Criminal Justice8 

- European Journal of Criminology9 

- European Journal for Security Research10 

- European Journal of Legal Studies11 

- The American Journal of Jurisprudence12 
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- The Netherlands Yearbook of International Law13 

- European Data Protection Law Review14 

- International Journal of Comparative Labour Law and Industrial Relations15 

- Law and Method 

Voor een uitgebreider overzicht ook met tijdschriften met een duidelijkere focus op internationaal en 

EU-recht, zie hier  
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