
Radboud Career Service 
Versie: 13-07-2021 

 

 

Help with your choice of study 
 
During your studies, you may have doubts about your choice of study. The study may be different 
than you expected and/or the study results are disappointing. In case of a negative BSA, you even 
have to stop your studies and look for an alternative.  
 

Is it the programme or something else?  
Doubt about your choice of study can have various causes. If you find the study interesting and 
enjoyable, but the study results are not as you would like them to be, it may be due to your way of 
studying or your way of self-management. There may also be doubts about the fact that you are 
not feeling well at the moment. Various training courses are given within the Student Support 
department that you can benefit from. Click here for an overview of what is on offer.  
 

Step-by-step plan for your choice of study: 
Choosing a study is a process that can be quite complicated. That is why we have listed a number 
of essential steps for you. By going through these steps you can choose a study that suits you well. 
 
Step 1: Map your interests. 

Find out what you like to do and what activities give you pleasure and energy. Is that, for 
example, helping/advising/supervising people or figuring things out to their core? Do you 
enjoy sitting behind a microscope? Or do you prefer being in nature? 
Find out what you liked to do as a child. Take a look at this from the 4 - 8, 9 - 12,13 - age 
range now and write down your interests and activities. What do these activities say about 
you? Is there a red line to discover? 

Step 2: What do you excel in? 
Map out your qualities. What are you good at? You can also think of your own success story. 
What qualities do they show? What qualities would you like to use in the future? What 
naturally goes well with you? Dealing with people? Writing an argument? Making things? 
Also ask family and friends and write their answers down. Also whether you are more of a 
doer (HBO) or thinker. 

Step 3: Which sectors are you interested in?? 
Programmes are arranged in sectors. Which areas of work and sectors do you find 
interesting and which match your profile? What is your attention often drawn to? What are 
you already committed to? This may say something about the direction you are interested 
in. You can choose from Economics, Law, Behaviour and Society, Health Care, Nature, 
Agriculture and Natural Environment, Technology, Education or Language and Culture. 

Step 4: How do you wish to be meaningful in a later stage? 
This is a rather more difficult question, but you may already be able to write something 
down about it. Do you want to make a difference to the planet we live on? Do you want to 
be of significance to people or animals? What would you like to change or improve as a 
result of your efforts? 

Step 5: Do further research into potentially interesting studies. 
Collect more information about courses that are of interest to you via the website of the 
educational institution. Here you will find more general information about the programme, 
admission requirements and career prospects. 

Step 6: Do extensive research on the courses of studies that you are interested in right now. 

https://www.ru.nl/currentstudents/during-your-studies/overview-counsellors-advisors/courses-training-sessions-workshops/
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Nearly all university and higher professional education programmes have made digital 
study guides with an extensive description of the subjects. Find the subject or course 
descriptions in these guides. These provide the most information about the content of the 
study and the form of assessment. Do not only look at courses from the first bachelor year, 
but also at the courses from the second and third year, so that you get a good picture. 
The study guides for the programs at Radboud University can be found via 
www.ru.nl/courseguides/. First select the faculty and then study programme of your choice. 

Step 7: Visit the university or higher professional education institution. 
After reading the study guide, you should have a better idea of the studies that you still find 
interesting. We strongly recommend that you join the programme of your choice for a day 
or go on a trial study day. You can then ask questions about the content, about the 
possibilities after graduation and you will get a picture of your fellow students. To attend a 
trial study day or a walk-in day, it is often required that you have attended the bachelor's 
information day once. 
 

When choosing a study program, make sure that you register before  May 1. If you are 
interested in a programme with decentralized selection, you must register before 15 
January. Always keep a second study on hand! 
 

Deregister 
• Are there special circumstances? Always contact your study advisor and/or student counsellor. 
• Are you sure you want to stop your studies? Let the study advisor know and deregister.   
 

Webinar Study choice: tips for parents

 
 

Help with study choice 
Do you have more questions regarding this topic, or do you have another career question? Check 
the website and make an appointment with your Career Officer!  

http://www.ru.nl/courseguides/
https://www.ru.nl/currentstudents/registration/termination-enrolment/termination-enrolment-because-you-longer-want/
https://cms.ru.nl/careerservice/contact/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/X0I3hApLGak?feature=oembed
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