
RSS01.A2 Multi-Method Research in Theory and Practice detailed programme 

In the first two days, we explain the uses and attractiveness of the MMR approach and discuss 
projects Multi-method research (MMR) is an eclectic approach to the study of social and political 
phenomena. Whereas mixed methods combines quantitative and qualitative approaches, multi-
methods research is an enterprise that includes any combination of methods in a single project. The 
value of methodological pluralism is that many ”big” research questions can only be answered by 
examining processes taking place across multiple temporal and spatial domains—often at different 
levels of analysis. Today’s researchers increasingly draw on more than one methodology to shed light 
on different facets of a phenomenon of interest in the hope to achieve greater explanatory leverage 
as well as descriptively-rich empirical results.  In the first two days, we explain the uses and 
attractiveness of the MMR approach and discuss projects and research questions that call for 
blending methods. We also discuss the limitations and challenges that MMR researchers are likely to 
face as well as the range of options that may be used to overcome these obstacles. The first two days 
of class also explore the techniques used in concept formation and theory development in multi-
method research. Finally, we tackle the unique challenges of hypothesis testing and data 
requirements associated with different types of MMR.   

The remaining three days explore the most common MMR templates using concrete examples. We 
begin with MMR designs that are found in mainstream positivist research projects. First, we tackle 
the classical mixed methods approach that combines large-N data analysis with small-N case analysis. 
The second type combines multiple qualitative positivist methods such as historical process-tracing 
and small-N comparative case study or a medium-N QCA analysis of multiple cases across space or 
time. The third type combines micro-level experimental or survey research undertaken at the 
individual level with macro-level analysis undertaken at higher levels of analysis, such as states, 
institutions, groups, and institutions. The fourth type of MMR actually crosses epistemological lines, 
combining positivist and non-positivist techniques in an approach known as ”analytical eclecticism.” 
While less mainstream than positivist hybrids, the combination of interpretivist research techniques 
with positivist research designs has gained momentum in the social sciences. The final day focuses on 
the analysis and write-up, namely how to derive empirical generalizations across different analyses 
and how to integrate these findings in a single research report.    


