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Studying or interning abroad 
 
Did you know that within the Erasmus+ programme, you can spend a period abroad during each 
phase of your studies (Bachelor’s, Master’s, PhD) for up to 12 months? This means a total of 36 
months. This period need not be consecutive. The minimum duration for each internship abroad 
is 2 months, and it is 3 months for each study period abroad. If you want to study or do an 
internship abroad, it is important that you start preparing on time. Start about a year before you 
plan to leave, so you will not run into any unpleasant surprises. 

Why go abroad? 
1. It is good for your personal development 

A study programme or internship abroad is an exciting adventure. There is a lot you have 
to arrange, and you have to be able to get by in a new environment. But after your stay 
abroad, you will come back stronger, more independent, and wiser.   

2. You will learn international skills 
You will become more aware not only of yourself and your own culture, but also of other 
cultures. You will become more flexible in dealing with other people and more open 
towards others. These skills come in handy not only in everyday life, but also if you end 
up working in an international environment or having colleagues from different 
backgrounds. 

3. It looks good on your CV 
An international study experience helps you distinguish yourself from other applicants. 
During your stay abroad you will build a network that can come in handy if you want to 
work in an international environment later on.   

4. It is a unique challenge 
Going abroad offers a lot of new opportunities. For example, you can take courses that 
are not available in the Netherlands or study at a top institution in your field. You will 
learn to view issues from an international perspective and gain a broader view of your 
field. It is also a unique opportunity to learn a new language. 

5. It will be a great experience 
You will get to know a lot of new people and experience a whole new world. You will not 
just be a tourist passing through; you will be a resident of the country. 

Orientation 
Start your search at the faculty’s International Office. If they already work with a foreign 
institution or have a number of permanent foreign internships, this saves you loads of time! On 
the International Office website, you will find an overview that shows similarities between each 
study programme and those of foreign universities. If you have any questions, you can schedule 
an appointment. 
If you want to do a full study abroad or if your institution does not have a suitable partner 
institution, you will have to find one yourself. On the WilWeg country pages you will find tips on 
how to find educational institutions in different countries.  
A good alternative to a more short-term stay abroad is to take a summer/winter course. 

Scholarships 
There are many different scholarships that you can use as a student, such as the Erasmus+ 
scholarship, Holland Scholarship, VSBfonds Beurs, and a conference grant. For more information 

https://www.wilweg.nl/landen
https://www.ru.nl/io/student/studie-stage-buitenland/orienteren/orienteren/zomer-wintercursussen/
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about the scholarships and a useful tool for finding out which scholarship is suitable for your 
specific situation, go to this website or visit “Beursopener” (scholarship opener). 

Radboud Go Abroad Week 
During this week you can visit various activities for inspiration and information about the many 
possibilities on offer for a study or internship period abroad. Click here to see the presentations 
from the previous edition. 

Learning the language 
Prepare well for your stay and make sure you speak the language of a country well enough to get 
by. For example, you could take a language course at Radboud In’to Languages. 

https://www.ru.nl/io/student/studie-stage-buitenland/beurzen/
http://www.beursopener.nl/
https://www.ru.nl/io/student/radboud-go-abroad-week/radboud-go-abroad-week-7-11-oktober-2019/presentations/
https://www.ru.nl/radboudintolanguages/aanbod/studenten/
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