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Preface

Dear reader,

In this document, we have detailed what we, the Faculty Student Council of the Faculty of Science
(FSC FNWI), want to achieve in the current academic year and what we are currently working
on. After a few years of online and hybrid education, we were finally able to start our academic
year fully on campus. However, in-person education brings its own challenges, both old and new
ones. Therefore, we want to ensure that all these issues continue to be monitored and addressed,
while emphasizing the importance of taking the well being of students into consideration.

We hope that after reading this document, you will join us for the Vision Drinks event. There,
we will present the document and initiate a discussion about its contents. We would love to hear
your opinions, concerns and ideas. And of course, we are always looking for your input. Do not
hesitate to contact us via our socials1 or email if you encounter any problems throughout the year,
or if you think that in our vision we have missed something relevant for the students at our faculty.

On behalf of the FSC FNWI,
S, tefan Popa
Chair FSC FNWI 2022-2023

1Check us on Instagram (@fsc science ru), Facebook (@fscfnwi) and our website (https:
//www.ru.nl/science/fsc/)!
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1 Quality of Education

Maintaining a high quality of education is a very important responsibility for our faculty. One
way to achieve this is to ensure that students have a straight-forward way of offering feedback as
well as that this feedback is actively being used to improve the courses of our programmes. To aid
this process, we will not only work closely with the programme committees to support them in
evaluating and improving courses, but we will also more actively promote the course evaluations to
students throughout our faculty. We also aim to monitor the effectiveness of the course evaluations
and improve them wherever and whenever possible.

We believe that our faculty has one of the best policies regarding lecture recordings, and we
want to ensure that this will continue to be the case. In close collaboration with the programme
committees, we will monitor the lecture recordings situation and we will strive to keep the students
updated, as well as ask for their input, about any changes that might be proposed. Another goal
for us is to make sure students have the necessary tools to excel in their studies. To this extent,
we will try to look into the option of offering free Overleaf subscriptions for Faculty of Science
students.

2 Internationalization and Integration

Many students are joining our faculty from all over the world, from various backgrounds and
cultures. As the second international Faculty Student Council, we believe international students
are important for our faculty, and we want to make sure their concerns are heard and addressed,
regarding both education as well as their well-being.

When it comes to education, we want to continue the efforts of our predecessors in reducing the
language barriers encountered as much as possible. This includes lectures, materials and facilities
as well as policy and regulations documents. Therefore, we also aim to continue improving the
decision making processes such that international students active in student participation bodies
are also able to easily offer meaningful feedback and input.

Regarding the well-being of international students, we want to further facilitate their integration
into the Dutch culture through possible new projects, as well as looking at points of improvement
for the current initiatives, as this was one of the lowest scoring points in the National Student
Survey. For example, we will try to reintroduce and better promote the student buddy programme
in which new international students are paired with current Faculty of Science students in order to
facilitate their adjustment to the Dutch education system as well as the city of Nijmegen. We also
want to work closely with study associations in monitoring and improving their efforts of organizing
activities and events that are aimed at helping international students or at bridging the gap
between international and Dutch students. We will also look into the possibility of implementing
initiatives similar to the Together at Christmas university wide project, which paired international
students that were not able to travel home due to the pandemic with (acquaintances of) Radboud
staff during the Christmas holidays. It was a successful project and we believe such initiatives will
further aid international students in integrating into the Dutch society.
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3 Student Well-Being

The well-being of students has always been an important topic for the Faculty Student Council.
To this extent, we aim to ensure that the aid programs that are currently being worked on will be
adequately implemented, as well as monitor the activity of said programs. Moreover, we want to
work closely with the university student council for finding ways to improve the existing support
structures available at faculty or university level.

A focus point here also includes tackling the workload of students. We know that this is a major
issue that causes study delays and increased stress for many students at our faculty. We look
forward to work closely with the relevant organs to try and find new ways of more concretely
discover the main factors negatively impacting the workload that students are experiencing, as
well as address these problematic areas within the study programmes. We are also going to monitor
the efforts of making our faculty a more inclusive and safe space for students, which are being
done in response to your feedback in last year’s survey.

4 Facilities

The quality of the facilities offered by our faculty is paramount to helping students benefit the
most from their education. This is why we want to encourage improvements to our facilities such
that their needs are met.

One of the main problems that our faculty currently faces is that due to the increasing number of
students, the buildings are much over capacity. While it is not an straightforward issue, we want
to try and find ways to create more study as well as relaxation places and seating spots. Moreover,
we are looking into officially bringing back the free coffee pilot that was started last year by our
predecessors. We believe such an initiative would be beneficial to students, as it would motivate
them in their studies during both lecture and exam periods.

5 Student Participation Visibility

Student participation bodies are a very important part of our faculty. They ensure that the
student’s perspective and feedback are acknowledged and used in the decision making processes at
all levels of organisation. However, many students are not aware of the existence, responsibilities,
or capabilities of these bodies. We believe this, together with the effects on education caused by
the pandemic, also caused a decrease in the students’ incentive to join a programme committee,
the faculty student council or even the university student council.

We will thus, in collaboration with the other participational bodies, put great effort into creating
more opportunities for students to engage with us, in order to keep them informed about our work
and obtain their input on issues concerning the Faculty of Science. To this extent, we want to
continue and even increase our activity on social media, as this is the most important medium
at our disposal for getting fast and direct input from students, as well as keeping them up to
date with our progress. In addition to this, we also want to more heavily promote ourselves, as
well as the programme committees, during lectures or faculty events intended to current students.
Finally, we will try to host multiple walk-in moments in the main hallway of the Huygens building,
where students can have a casual conversation with us about matters concerning the faculty while
enjoying a free beverage.
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