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Context	
  –	
  migra5on	
  scale	
  and	
  structure	
  

Es7mates	
  of	
  the	
  Central	
  Sta7s7cal	
  Office	
  	
  

•  Poland's	
  popula5on:	
  38.2	
  mio.	
  (as	
  of	
  1st	
  January	
  2007)	
  

•  The	
  highest	
  emmigra5on	
  level	
  was	
  recorded	
  in	
  	
  2007	
  	
  -­‐	
  2270	
  thousand	
  

•  in	
  2008	
  a	
  slight	
  decline	
  in	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  emmigrants	
  from	
  Poland	
  was	
  observed.	
  	
  

•  In	
  2009	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  persons	
  leaving	
  abroad	
  decreased	
  further,	
  accompanied	
  by	
  
increase	
  in	
  return	
  migra5ons.	
  

•  It	
  is	
  es5mated	
  that	
  as	
  of	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  2009	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  Polish	
  residents	
  temporarily	
  
staying	
  outside	
  Poland	
  amounted	
  to	
  approximately	
  1870	
  thousand,	
  i.e.	
  	
  340	
  
thousand	
  less	
  than	
  in	
  2008	
  (approximately	
  2210	
  thousand),	
  with	
  1635	
  thousand	
  
persons	
  staying	
  in	
  Europe	
  (approximately	
  1887	
  thousand	
  in	
  2008).	
  

•  The	
  largest	
  number	
  of	
  persons	
  stayed	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  Kingdom	
  (555	
  thousand),	
  
Germany	
  (415	
  thousand),	
  Ireland	
  (140	
  thousand).	
  

•  80-­‐90%	
  of	
  all	
  cases	
  are	
  typical	
  employment	
  migra5ons.	
  

Who	
  le]	
  most	
  frequently?	
  

• 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Women	
  and	
  men	
  aged	
  20-­‐44,	
  coming	
  from	
  villages	
  and	
  
small	
  towns	
  (	
  <	
  100	
  thousand	
  residents),	
  with	
  elementary	
  
occupa5onal	
  or	
  secondary	
  occupa5onal	
  educa5on.	
  

• 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Women	
  and	
  men	
  aged	
  25-­‐44,	
  coming	
  from	
  big	
  ci5es	
  (over	
  	
  
100	
  thousand	
  residents),	
  with	
  Master	
  degree	
  higher	
  educa5on/
equivalent	
  or	
  higher.	
  

Polish	
  pre-­‐	
  and	
  post-­‐accession	
  migrants,	
  by	
  group	
  of	
  des5na5on	
  
countries,	
  in	
  %	
  

Source: Fihel and Kaczmarczyk 2008 

The	
  educa7on	
  structure	
  of	
  Polish	
  pre-­‐	
  and	
  post-­‐accession	
  
migrants	
  by	
  sex,	
  in	
  percent	
  

6	
  

Return	
  migra5ons	
  

•  The	
  conomic	
  situa5on	
  in	
  the	
  countries	
  reached	
  by	
  Poles	
  is	
  
deteriora5ng	
  –	
  compe55on	
  in	
  the	
  labour	
  market	
  is	
  rising,	
  many	
  	
  
sectors	
  (e.g.	
  construc5on)	
  is	
  threatened	
  with	
  recession,	
  the	
  risk	
  
of	
  job	
  loss	
  is	
  increasing	
  

•  The	
  	
  economic	
  situa5on	
  in	
  Poland	
  remains	
  rela5vely	
  stable	
  and	
  
enjoys	
  beber	
  prospects	
  than	
  most	
  EU	
  economies	
  

•  Polish	
  market	
  offers	
  beber	
  opportuni5es	
  for	
  both	
  investors	
  and	
  
as	
  regards	
  pursuance	
  of	
  professional	
  carrier	
  path.	
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Returns	
  –	
  respect	
  	
  

•  The	
  number	
  of	
  returns	
  of	
  Poles	
  from	
  abroad	
  is	
  increasing	
  –	
  mainly	
  
from	
  the	
  United	
  Kingdom,	
  Ireland,	
  Germany	
  and	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  

•  However,	
  some	
  persons	
  have	
  not	
  returned	
  to	
  Poland	
  but	
  moved	
  to	
  
other	
  countries	
  –	
  Norway,	
  Australia	
  

•  It	
  is	
  es5mated	
  that	
  approximately	
  3/4	
  of	
  temporary	
  emmigrants	
  
from	
  Poland	
  (approximately	
  1400	
  thousand)	
  stay	
  abroad	
  for	
  at	
  least	
  
12	
  months.	
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Government	
  programme	
  	
  
•  The	
  idea:	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  system	
  of	
  support	
  to	
  persons	
  returning	
  to	
  Poland	
  

•  The	
  fundmental	
  barrier:	
  access	
  to	
  reliable,	
  full	
  informa5on	
  

•  The	
  first	
  phase	
  ◊	
  	
  informa5on	
  campaign:	
  

•  A	
  Returner	
  –	
  Naviga.on	
  for	
  returning	
  migrants	
  –	
  a	
  compendium	
  of	
  
informa5on	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  cope	
  with	
  administra5ve	
  problems	
  	
  	
  	
  

•  www.powroty.gov.pl	
  –	
  a	
  legible	
  website,	
  containing	
  a	
  system	
  of	
  support	
  for	
  
Poles	
  returning	
  from	
  abroad	
  	
  

•  An	
  element	
  of	
  a	
  larger	
  en5rety,	
  which	
  comes	
  down	
  to	
  thinking	
  about	
  Poles	
  
abroad	
  and	
  care	
  for	
  their	
  interest	
  –	
  tax	
  aboli5on,	
  legal	
  facilita5ons,	
  support	
  in	
  
finding	
  their	
  place	
  in	
  the	
  labour	
  market,	
  new	
  consular	
  units.	
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Traffic	
  volume	
  on	
  the	
  website	
  www.powroty.gov.pl	
  

Source:	
  The	
  portal	
  edi5ng	
  team,	
  Developed	
  on	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  the	
  traffic	
  monitoring	
  system	
  on	
  the	
  website	
  google	
  analy.cs.	
  	
  

Since	
  portal's	
  launch	
  on	
  24th	
  November	
  	
  2008	
  un5l	
  23rd	
  October	
  2010,	
  the	
  total	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  
were	
  recorded:	
  
2752	
  thousand	
  portal	
  hits,	
  
740	
  thousand	
  portal	
  visits,	
  	
  
559	
  thousand	
  unique	
  users	
  	
  

Loca5on	
  of	
  users	
  	
  

Main	
  problems	
  	
   Examples	
  of	
  specific	
  problems	
  
•  No	
  documents	
  confirming	
  insurance.	
  

•  Lack	
  of	
  awareness	
  of	
  benefits	
  transfer	
  	
  

•  Fear	
  of	
  income	
  tax	
  

•  Problems	
  with	
  the	
  level	
  of	
  educa5on	
  for	
  children	
  

•  Legalisa5on	
  of	
  stay	
  a]er	
  a	
  longer	
  absence	
  

•  Property	
  transfer	
  	
  –	
  cars	
  from	
  the	
  United	
  Kingdom	
  

•  Imports	
  of	
  animals	
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Non-­‐bureaucra5c	
  problems	
  
•  Does	
  the	
  stay	
  abroad	
  improve	
  chances	
  for	
  employment	
  a]er	
  

return?	
  

•  Is	
  return	
  to	
  Poland	
  treated	
  as	
  a	
  failure?	
  

•  How	
  can	
  the	
  saved	
  money	
  be	
  spent?	
  

•  Is	
  repeated	
  leave	
  inevitable?	
  	
  	
  

•  Is	
  length	
  of	
  stay	
  a	
  central	
  issue?	
  

•  Do	
  modern	
  communica5on	
  networks	
  (SKYPE)	
  decrease	
  or	
  
increase	
  the	
  consequences	
  of	
  the	
  sepera5on	
  with	
  the	
  family?	
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