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Project Presentation 
 

The subject for this dissertation is the impact of EU free movement law on Danish 
Immigration Law with regards to family reunification. The study is based partly on the 
existing secondary legislation and partly on the ongoing developments in the case law. 

 

EU law impact appears firstly in relation to EU citizens’ right to family reunification in 

Denmark under Directive 2004/38 on the right of citizens of the Union and their family 

members to move and reside freely within the territory of the Member States. 

 

The dissertation will include a profound study of the EU family reunification rights 

under Directive 2004/38. This area has - upon closer examination - not previously been 

subject to a coherent scientific analysis from a Danish perspective. The topic is also of 

scientific interest because the CJEU in recent years has been submitted to an increasing 

number of preliminary rulings, which increases the need for an examination. The thesis will 

analyze the Court's decisions and try to identify the issues that still need to be clarified in case 

law or require legislative action from the EU legislator. 

 

Secondly, the impact of EU law on Danish Immigration Law appears when Danish nationals, 

who settle in another EU-member state,  are entitled to family reunification under the 

provisions of Directive 2004/38. Danish citizens can thereby use EU’s free movement rules 

and be entitled to family reunification. 

 

The dissertation will on this basis also include a thorough study of Danish citizens’ right to 

EU family reunification in Denmark, which is based on an increasing case law from the 

CJEU. There is a big scientific need for an updated coherent legal dogmatic analysis of this 

field that is of practical as well of theoretical interest. 

 

The topic is particularly relevant from a Danish perspective, as Denmark is not bound by the 

joint EU rules regarding Justice and Home Affairs, which have provided Denmark in some 

cases with the possibility to carry out a more independent policy and significantly tightening 

in the Danish family reunification rules. The spread between static Danish nationals’ and 
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mobile Union citizens’ right to family reunification increases with the tightening of the 

Danish family reunification rules. EU law has in this field been of significant importance, as 

the CJEU has r established an increasing right to family reunification to mobile Danish 

nationals. 

 

The dissertation will also include a detailed analysis of cases where Danish nationals are 

entitled to EU family reunification in Denmark without having exercised their right of free 

movement under EU law. This field is particularly interesting because the CJEU over the past 

few years has ruled that Union citizens, in exceptional cases, are entitled to EU family 

reunification without having exercised free movement. 

 

In addition to the practical aspects in relation to family reunification law the topics of the 

dissertation provide the opportunity to discuss a number of issues of more general character, 

partly the Danish immigration authorities' interpretation of EU law, which has been criticized 

for being restrictive, and partly the CJEU’s interpretation of EU law, that has been criticized 

for being activist. 

 

 


