
- 1 -

EMBASSY OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 

THE HAQUE

His Exellency Minister Deetman,
Distinguisched Audience,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a pleasure for me to receive the first 
publication of this book entitled "Indie verloren ramspoed 
geboren” written by Dr. Peter Maas, Director of the centre 
for Parliamentery History at the Catholic University of Nij
megen, assisted by Drs. Hans van Oerle, which I am sure it 
will enlarge the knowledge of the readers concerning what 
has happened in Indonesia during those periods.

At the same time I was asked by the writers to give 
a brief history of Indonesia about "The role of the Indone- 
sian army TNI during the revolution as guardian of the re
volution", which I think it's very interesting to r.ote si nee 
this subject is indirectly interrelated with the book I have 
just mentioned.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me explain frankly and freely to you what is meant by the 
National Struggle in Indonesia, is the struggle of the Indo- 
nesian Nation to defend and to give substance to its Indepen- 
dence since it was proclaimed on August 17, 1945. Consequently, 
the scope of the National Struggle is parallel to the history 
of the Republic of Indonesia, wibh the first, giving more stress 
on the aspect of struggle.

The situation faced by the Indonesians after the Pro- 
clamation was full of imponderables. On one side there was 
the fact that the Japanese Empire had lost the War and had 
surrendered to the Allies.
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But its military forces stationed in Indonesia could be 
said to be still intact. Furthermore at the time of their 
capitulation they received an order from the Allies to 
maintain the status quo, which from our interpretation 
meant that Indonesia remained a colony.

On the other side the Allies even had won the war, 
but its forces had not yet entered Indonesia, and domes- 
tically the Indonesian National Leaders had to face of 
establishing independence over the whole national terri- 
tory of Indonesia from Sabang to Merauke. The governmen- 
tal instfciments of power to be establised every where.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Facing such situation, the leaders led by Soekarno and 
Hatta stipulated a policy of diplomacy, but that policy 
did not have the support of the younger leaders at that 
time. In accordance with the policy and strategy of di
plomacy, the national leaders made streneous efforts to 
build an 'image' of peace-loving and democratic nation to 
the outside world, especially to the Allies, to avoid 
accusation to be called a "militarist", "fascist" or 
"extremist", and the like.
That was the reason why they would not immediately form 
an army but only that the so called a People’s Security 
Board or Badan Keamanan Rakyat, knownas BKR, which had 
a local character and indeed had only the task to maintain 
law and order locally.

On the contrary, the youths, who were not contect 
with such idea, adopted two different attitudes : part 
of them decided 1to make the best of it’ and joined the 
BKR at their respective localities; they made those BKR 
units the instrument of State power and utilized them to
capture weapons and government buildings from the Japanese, 
Another part ot the youth formed so called "Struggle Units" 
which had both a military and political character and con- 
sider themselves also as freedom-fighters.
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The BKR units were formed at the end of August 1945, 
and during the following months the national leaders already 
realised,that it was indeed impossible to have a government 
without an apparatus of power. That was why on October 5th, 
1945, the formation of the People's Security Army (TKR) 
as regular army was decided whereas the nucleus of the TKR 
were the freedom fighters of the BKR, with members of the 
"struggle units” in addition.
It was not long before the British forces under the Al lied 
Forces Netherland East Indies conunand (AFNEI) began to land 
including the elements of the Netherlands East Indies Civil 
Administration, knownas NICA who wanted to re-establish a 
colonial regime in Indonesia.
So, armed clashed occurred every where as the result of a 
conflict of opinion on who had de jure authority in Indonesia, 
the Indonesian or the Dutch.
Therefore, the IndonesianArmy which formed only recently, 
already had to confront three armed forces simoultaneously, 
e.g. Japanese, British, and the Dutch forces. The severest 
enccunter to be known throughout the world was the battle 
of Surabaya, where the inexperienced Indonesians had to fight 
one veteran British division reinforced with on brigade.
The battle of Surabaya had very large implications. Because of 
it, Indonesian independence became international issue and 
hit the headlines all over the world.
After the battle of Surabaya and after several other had raged 
all over our country down till its remotest corners, the na
tional leadership continued its policy and strategy of diplo- 
macy, although now with the boeking of an armed forces and the 
direct opponent in this respect was the Dutch which main 
objective at that time was:
The consolidation of its military and administrative power m  

Indonesia with the protect ion of the Allies.

Ladies and Gentlemen.
The Negotiations between the Republic of Indonesia and the 
Dutch were continued, until finally an agreement the so-called 
Linggajati Agreement had been reached on Marcb 25t.h, 1947.
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While holding discussions with the Republic, the Dutch con- 
tinously strengthened their military potential and after 
feeling themselves strong enough, they considered the time 
had arri'ved to attack the regions under the control of the 
Republic of Indonesia.

!
Under the pretense that the Republic had given its 

own interpretation to the Linggajati Agreement, the Dutch 
gave an ultimatum, but the Government of the Republic did 
not want to submit itself to intimidation, and rejected the 
ultimatum.

So, on July 21th, 1947 the Dutch Army launched its 
military action against the Republic of Indonesia. Theysuc-
ceeded in breaking through the lines of the Indonesian Na-

1)tional Army or TNI, but they were unable to destroy our 
forces who were still within the territory officially 
occupied by them; there they formed the socalled 1isolated’ 
pockets of resistance.

By the large-scale attack of Dutch, once again the 
Indonesian case burst upon the international forum, now 
even more violent than during the Battle of Surabaya. India 
and Australia raised their voice at the United Nations and 
tried to return the Dutch Army to its base-line by a reso- 
lution of the Security Council. As a result of the Renville- 
Agreement between the Republic and the Dutch, the Indonesian 
National Army units in the 1isolated-pockets1 behind the 
Dutch lines in West Jawa had to be writhdrawn, mostly to 
Central Jawa.

Ladies and Gentlemen .
History repeats itself, during the period after the Lingga
jati Agreement was signed the Dutch looked for a pretex to 
attack the Republic again. Likewise, after the Renville 
Agreement legalized the fruits of their agression, they feit

1 ) :T.N. 1. :Tent ara Nasiona.1 Indonesia
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themselves ready to complete the destruction to the Repu
blic by force of arms.

So, on December l9th, 1948 the Dutch army attacked 
again and occupied Jogyakarta with their paratroopers.
But this time the TNI was ready with a doctrine wich was 
suited to meet the conditions. The evacuated troops were 
sent back to their 'pokects'; wellkown of this period was 
the Long March of the Siliwangi Division, moving back in- 
t' O West Jawa to embark uu a p.uerilla warfart*.

Systematically the Dutch communication lines were 
being attacked, so that the enemy troops were compelled 
to be stretched very thinly to protect their convoys along 
the routes. Because of this, the garrison in the cities 
had to be reduced? this made them weak and vulnerable for 
attacks by the TNI.

Wellknown was the attack of March lst, 1949 against 
occupied Jogyakarta under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Soeharto (now the President of the Republic of Indonesia). 
Hearing about the successes of the TNI, the world knew that 
the Dutch claim that the TNI was already destroyed, that 
the Republic was no more, proved to be false.

Last but not least, after the interference of the Uni
ted Nations to compell both sides into negotiations, the Roem 
Royen Agreement was reached, followed by the Round Table Con
ference in the Hague on December 27th, 1949 resulting the 
socalled 'Transfer of Sovereignty' , which we consider as the 
recognation by the Dutch of Indonesian Sovereignty over Indo
nesia comprising the whole area of the former Netherland East 
Indies, except Irian Java.

Ladies and Gentlemen.
The war of Independence had ended and new period had arrived. 
Without any foreign aid in the form of arms or troops, the
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Indonesian people mci^ded the TNI played an importent role 
especially during the decisive moment had succeeded in main- 
taining their independence.

Thank you for your attention.

The Hague, 13th, December 1983.

WALOEJO SOEGITO
Ambassador of the Republic of 
Indonesia to the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands.


