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Thesis title: Security Inc.: Mapping the interactions in the field of European Union 
migration and border control technologies. 

Presentation for Wine and Discussion Meeting 

Methods: Researching up in the EU security field. 

The presentation is based on my chapter exploring the methodological framework for my 
doctoral research on public-private collaboration in EU migration and border control 
technologies. The presentation will highlight enumerate the strategies and tactics that I 
employed to overcome and navigate the challenges of interviewing up or researching up. 
Interspersed with a reflexive account, I will present how I identified the actors, overcoming 
the challenges of the marking the field, the employment of methods of interviewing – 
structured and unstructured and participant observation. I will also explore my multiple 
positionalities which lay at the intersection of gender, nationality, colour and an acutely felt, 
my migrant status. 

Project overview: 

In the aftermath of the attacks of September 11 (2001), Madrid (2004), London Bombings 
(2005), the transatlantic aircraft plot to detonate liquid bomb (2006), the bombings in the 
Paris Metro (2013) and recent Paris attacks (2015), there has been a proliferation of measures 
in the quest for security wherein technologies play a crucial role. Within this proliferating 
array of security technologies, a vast gamut of technologies centre on controlling irregular 
migration and securing the European borders as migration is increasingly linked with threats 
like drug trafficking, organised crime, smuggling and crucially, with the planning and fruition 
of a terrorist activity. 

The development and deployment of security technologies has created a burgeoning market 
for technologically advanced software, technologies and equipment giving an unprecedented 
momentum to the global security market worldwide which roughly stands at €100 billion 
employing around 2 million people ( 2011 figure in European Commission 20121) engaging a 
diversity of public and private actors. The engagement of a diversity of actors in the security 
market is circumscribed by a greater intimacy between public interest represented by state 
agencies, and private interest represented by private security and defence companies, 
consultancies, universities, research centres and think-tanks like Finmeccanica, Thales, 
Rapiscan, Motorola, Siemens, Fraunhofer, Raytheon, University of Twente, amongst many 
others involving exorbitant amounts of money.  

This research is built on the premise that a critical understanding of the various vectors that 
intersect and interact to set the parameters which these border and migration control 
technologies mushroom and the related discourses that are produced is crucial to understand 

                                                           
1 European Commission (2012) “Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the council and the 
European Economic and Social Committee - Security Industrial Policy Action Plan for an innovative and competitive 
Security Industry”, COM(2012) 417 final, Brussels, Belgium. 
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the complexities of contemporary EU’s migration and border control strategies. There is a 
need to interrogate the public-private collaboration fostered by the proliferation of such 
technologies and the present research delves into the questions about the nature of 
involvement of the companies, their role in setting the policy agenda, the overlap between 
security and defence, career trajectories of security professionals, the security discourse in the 
EU level and their role in allocation and dispersal of resources in the European funded 
research programmes like the Framework Research Program and now known as, Horizon 
2020. 


