
Dear Members,

Welcome to the 12th Misericordia International newsletter. You will find news of members’ activities

as well as information on the association’s activities, including the report of the International Sympo-

sium in Spain in 2014. 

Please remember to renew your membership for May-June 2014, using the form in this newsletter. 

                                     Best wishes

                                                                                             Frédéric Billiet 

                                                                                             Paul Hardwick 

                                                                                             Welleda Muller

Note: do not forget to visit the official website of Misericordia International :

http://www.leedstrinity.ac.uk/departments/english/misericordia/Pages/default.aspx where you can find

digital versions of the early editions of the Profane Arts journal, which have recently been re-ordered

for ease of navigation. Misericordia International is now on Facebook: do not hesitate to visit our

page.
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î News from Misericordia International

a Report of the Conference in León

• The conference organized at the University of León (Spain) was very successful. We want to
thank the coordinator: Fernando Villasenor Sebastián;, the organizing committee of organization:
Emma Luisa Cahill Marrón, Welleda Muller, Esperanza de los Reyes Aguilar et and Dolores Teijeira
Pablos;, and the scientific committee: Begona Alonso Ruiz, Frédéric Billiet, Pilar García Cuetos, Vic-
toria Herrárez Ortega, Julio J. Polo Sánchez, Wifredo Rincón García et and Raquel Saenz Pascual.

The two first days were for the scientific papers on the choir stalls and the architecture. The
first session was about the topic ofaddressed space, liturgy and architectural conception of the choirs
in Europe during the Middle Ages and the Early Modern period. The second session was about the
question offocused upon symbolism and
iconography. The third session was the oc-
casion to present somefocused upon spe-
cific examples of choir stalls and/or choir’s
architecture. Finally, the fourth and last ses-
sion was about the topic ofconsiderd de-
structions, interventions and restorations
into the choir and on the stalls.

After this fascinating interdiscipli-
nary, theoretical part very interestingele-
ment, we visited some of the choir stalls in
the region of León and in Castille. Two sets
of choir stalls are preserved in León,. tThe
first of which set is today in the tribune of
the abbatial church of the San Marco’s
monastery (Fig.1). These stalls were prob-
ably made constructed between 1533 and
1542-1543. They are organized in two rows
with misericords, armrests, dorsals and
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canopies (also on the base
stalls). The style seems ap-
pears very much influenced
by the choirs of the South-
East of France, such as those
from Auch or Saint-Bertrand-
de-Comminges. Several
“huchiers” collaborated on
this project, includinged some
craftsmen from different
places in throughout Europe:
Guillermus Donzel, Juan de
Angers, Esteban Jamente,
Juan de Miao, Pedro del
Camino or and Rodrigo Mem-
orancy. The iconography of
this set is very influenced in-
debted toby renaissance mo-
tifs, mixed with religious
characters and scenes (espe-
cially on the dorsal panels).

The second set of choir stalls in León (Fig.2) take placeare found in the closed choir of the
cathedral. The 78 choir stalls are in two rows behind the monumental roodscreen, they and have mis-
ericords, armrests, dorsals and canopies (also on the base stalls). The decision to build this new set
seemsed to have been taken before 1464, the year where in which a lot of changesmany alterations
were made to “prepare for” the installation of the choir stalls, who which were probably built between
1474 and 1481. Master Copin were was replaced as the master of the building by Juan de Malines
(John of Malins, a well known huchier from Flanders pretty famous) who achieved completed the con-
struction of the choir
stalls. The iconography
mixesd saints and
prophets on the dorsals
and the jouees with
“profanes” scenes (es-
pecially proverbs) on
the misericords. The
canopies are also very
profusely decorated
with vegetal interlacing,
with animals and small
characters.

We then visited
Tthe cathedral of As-
torga (Fig.3) that we
visited then, which has
also has a closed choir
with a set of choir stalls
organized in two rows,
with misericords, arm-
rests, dorsals and
canopies (also on the
base lower stalls), plus
a monumental lectern. The building was pretty long to start around 1522-1523 with an the addition of
some stalls and the bishop’s chair in the middle of the 16th century. Despite this late building, this set
is a good example of the transition between the gothic style and the Rrenaissance, with common ele-
ments and the elimination of the “profane” motifs in margin in favour of figures of saints characters
with the idea of dialogue between Old and New Testament. The carvers Nicola de Colonia (a German
craftsman), Tomas Mitata, Pedro del Camino and Robert Memorancy worked on these choir stalls.

The choir stalls of the Zamora’s cathedral (Fig.4) are also dated from the 16th century (in 1503,
a contract for the building of a new set of choir stalls is signed by the chapter and Juan de Bruselas,
another Flemish huchier). The 89 choir stalls are in two rows with misericords, armrests, dorsals and
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canopies (also on the base
stalls). The structure of the
choir was copied ion León’s
cathedral. The iconography is
very varied, with saints, mar-
gins and decorations, scenes
from the fables and the Roman
deof Reynart, etc. Some stylis-
tic similarities give the ideasug-
gest that Rodrigo Aleman (or
some craftsmen from his work-
shop) worked on these choir
stalls.

The last set of choir
stalls that we visited wais at the
cathedral of Oviedo (Fig.5). It
is one of the oldest (c. 1492)
but with has only 28 choir stalls
because as the choir was dis-
mantled during the Civil War
and some choir stalls were de-
stroyed during the Revolution
in 1934. These choir stalls are
now ion the chapter house. The
set was built during the bish-
opric of Juan Arias del Villar
(1487-1498) but we don’t know
who worked on it expect except
the workshop of Alejo de
Vahía. The iconography is very
rich within “profane” scenes
(with a lot of animals) on the
misericords and the partitions,
and characters figures on the
armrests and dorsals (especially
saints and prophets).

NB: A complete presentation
onf each set of choir stalls that
we visited and the abstracts of
all papers are available in a vol-
ume preserved in the Miseri-
cordia International’s library.

a Report of the General Meeting of the Association

• The general meeting of Misericordia International took place in León on the 29th May 2014 with
the presence of the board: Frédéric Billiet (president), Véronique Pillon (treasurer) et Welleda Muller
(secretary) and the members : Christel Theunissen, Ingrid Van Waudenberg, Janet Whitham, Anja
Seliger, Julien Ferrando, Fernando Villasenor, Jos Koldeweij, Michael Gromotka and Willy Piron.

• Scientific report:
- The organization of the next conference in 2016 is will be undertakentaken in charge by Anja

Seliger with the help of Prof. Weilandt (University of Greifswald) and Welleda Muller. The
conference will then take place in Greifswald (North-East Germany) around June 2016 on the
topic of Workshops in general, and especially the huchiers’ workshops. The idea is to gather
historians and art historians in order to discuss the questions of ordering and building, models’
transfers, and the iconography of the crafts. Anja Seliger has already wrote written a presenta-
tion of on the topic and of the conference in order to ask apply some for grants for the organi-
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zation of this event. A call for papers will be published in Fall autumn 2015. A keynote speaker
will also be in the programme. The visit of to some sets of choir stalls is still to be determined,
but we will probably see visit the choir stalls of Wismar, Anklam, Stralsund and Gustrow.

- The members decided that the conference of 2018 will take place in Great Britain (probably
around Norwich) and focus on the topic of Gender (not only from an iconographical point of
view, but also through the question of the users of the choir stalls), again  with an interdiscipli-
nary perspective.

- The next general meeting will take place on the 12th-13th September 2015 in Burgundy. On the
schedule will be: the a visit of to the choir stalls of Flavigny-sur-Ozerain, Bar-le-Régulier and
Saulieu).

- After Following the decision of the members, a blog hwas been created, visible which may be
found athere: http://misericordia-international.blogspot.fr/. It is a work in progress and a lot of
parts havemuch has to be corrected and finished, so please give send your critics criticisms and
commentaries to welledamuller1@gmail.com.

- The publication of the actsProceedings and of the Lexicon with Brepols Publishers in the col-
lection ‘Profane Arts of the Middle Ages’ is still problematic. The idea of the creation of a new
collection online to publish the acts is has been proposed, but as some members are not con-
vincedsceptical, we have decided to wait some newsfor word from Brepols through the medi-
ation of Frédéric Billiet and Jos Koldeweij. The writing of the double volume with containing
the acts proceedings of Paris (The Tumult) and Nijmegen (Popular Wisdom) is almost achieved
concerning the writingcomplete, but the layout is has not yet started yet given thatas we don’t
yet know which form this volume will take.

• Financial report: The children of Elaine Block’s children have managed to open the association’s
American account of the association and to bring us backtransfer the money to the society. Thise money
was is being used to help some students to attend to the MI conferences (Michael Gromotka, Julien
Ferrando and Welleda Muller were have been helped this year). The project to create a foundation to
continue the Corpus is still suggested and we really hope that it will work, thanks to Randy and Lynda
Block.

• Election : the board’s members are reelected.

î Member’s Publications and Activities

• Welleda Muller has published an article on the choir stalls of Montréal (Burgundy, France) in
the volume entitled La domination en temps de crise, edited by the journal Siècles. This earticle is

available in PDF online at: http://siecles.revues.org/1703

• The project Musiconis continues with seminars
(you can find the reports of these seminars on the

blog: 

http://musiconis.blogspot.fr/). Don’t hesitate to

visit the database and to try some research ques-

tiones on it: 

http://musiconis.paris-sorbonne.fr/

• The Stalla database is constantly being up-
dated all the time with new pictures of the Euro-

pean choir stalls: 

http://www.ru.nl/ckd/databases/stalla/introductie/

It is probably the most complete database on the topic,

with a lot ofextensive pictures and a map of each set of choir

stalls, making it very helpfuluseful in order to situate each element.

• Paul Hardwick wants to let you know the article about the birds in misericords: 
http://www.birdguides.com/webzine/article.asp?a=4524#.U-u_PJmebdc.facebook

Astorga

http://
http://
http://
http://
http://
mailto:
http://


6

î Newsletter subscription for 2014 : 

FORM

Name : ………………………………………………………………………………………

Adress : ..……………………………………………………………………………………

Zipcode : ……………………………………………………………………………………

Email : ……………………………………………………………………………………...

University, Institution : ……………………………………………………………………..

Field of expertise : …………………………………………………………………………..

Recent Publications (Please send this list by mail1) : ………………………….……………

……………………………………………………………………………………………….
1 Members are requested to offer their publications for our documentation center.

Please send this form by mail and by post with the payment (in euros) to

Misericordia International

58 rue des Moulins

F - 80140 Huppy

FRANCE

Mail : frederic.billiet@gmail.com

welledamuller1@gmail.com

Fee for 2014  

Active members : 10 € 

Students : free

Honorary members : from 15 €.

You can make a bank transfer on 

the Association Misericordia International’s account

Agency : Paris Bastille (BNP Paribas)

RIB : 30004 00370 00002857817 24

IBAN : FR76 3000 4003 7000 0028 5781 724

BIC : BNPAFRPPPBY

León
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