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Dear	members,
	
Welcome	to	the	23st	Misericordia
International	newsletter.	In	this	newsletter,
you	will	find	news	of	the	activities	of
members	as	well	as	the	association.	We
also	received	the	sad	message	that
Fernando	Villaseñor	Sebastián	passed
away.	Below	you	will	find	an	In	Memoriam
by	his	colleague	and	friend	María	Dolores
Teijeira.	Fernando	was	a	dear	colleague
and	he	will	be	greatly	missed.	We	wish	his
family	and	friends	a	lot	of	strength	with	this
tragic	loss.

Best	wishes,
	
Frédéric	Billiet
Willy	Piron

																																																																								Misericord	with	sunflowers,	
																																																																																														Church	of	All	Saints,	Maidstone	UK,	ca.	1400,

																																																																																														photo	by	Janet	Whitham

This	fall	(20	september	2019-	-	26	january	2020)	there	will	be	an	exhibition	on	Jan	Broman	and
his	workshop	in	M	–	Museum	Leuven,	Belgium;	Borman	and	Sons.	Jan	II	Borman	(ca.	1479-
1520)	was	a	sculptor	form	Brussels	who	came	from	a	family	of	sculptors.	In	his	time	he	was
considered	the	best	sculptor	there	was.	In	the	art-historical	research	Borman	and	his	oeuvre	is
not	clearly	defined.	He	had	a	busy	workshop	where	he	trained,	among	others,	his	sons	Jan	III
and	Paschier.	This	will	be	the	first	retrospective	of	Borman	and	the	exhibition	aimes	to	remove
the	mists	surrounding	the	works	of	Borman	and	his	workshop.
https://www.mleuven.be/en/borman-and-sons-finest-image-carver
https://www.ards.be/agenda/0036

(Fig	1)	Christchurch	priory,	Misericord	carving	fixed	to	seat	plate	with	square	pegs	driven
through	shoulders	of	figure.	Note	also	square	peg	fitted	through	lip	of	the	seat	to	secure	the
multiple	pieces	used	to	make	up	the	misericord	seat.

Misericordia	International	has	now	a	blog	:
http://misericordia-international.blogspot.fr/,

Bekijk	de	webversie

In	Memoriam	Fernando	Villaseñor	Sebastián
	
I	have	the	immensely	sad	duty	to	inform	you		that	Fernando	Villaseñor	Sebastián	passed	away
on	15	April	in	Santander	(Spain).	He	obtained	his	PhD	with	a	doctoral	thesis	titled	Approach	to
the	Castilian	book	illustration	in	the	late	Middle	Ages	(1454-1492):	historic-artistic	evolution	and
marginal	 iconography	 (University	 of	 Salamanca,	 2008).	 He	 was	 appointed	 professor	 at	 the
University	of	Cantabria	and	was	recognized	as	a	distinguished	medievalist	and	historian	of	art.
He	was	a	specialist	on	medieval	 illustrated	books	and	wrote	nearly	hundred	publications.	The
marginalia	of	illustrated	books	led	him	to	the	fascinating	world	of	choir	stalls.	It	was	this	area	on
which	I	have	had	the	great	honour	to	collaborate	with	him	for	the	last	six	years,	since	2014	when
we	 organized	 together	 the	 Misericordia	 International	 Conference	 (León,	 Spain).	 Recently	 we
have	 been	 working	 on	 the	 choir	 stalls	 of	 the	 cathedral	 of	 Segovia,	 the	 subject	 of	 the	 paper
presented	at	 the	 last	Misericordia	 International	Conference	 (Rijeka,	Croatia).	We	were	 looking
forward	to	investigating	these	and	many	other	gothic	stalls	in	the	future.
Fernando	Villaseñor	Sebastián	was,	besides	being	an	excellent	colleague,	a	very	close	friend	of
mine.	 He	 was	 a	 wonderful	 person	 and	 all	 those	 who	 knew	 and	 loved	 him,	 will	 greatly	 miss
Fernando.		He	will	never	be	forgotten.
	
María	Dolores	Teijeira
University	of	León	(Spain)

News	from	Misericordia	International

General	Meeting	of	Misericordia	International	2019
The	General	Meeting	of	Misericordia	International	2019	will	be	in	Paris,	September	14th.	This	is
not	 what	 we	 agreed	 in	 Rijeka	 but	 it	 is	 easier	 for	 a	 lot	 of	 people	 to	 travel	 to	 Paris	 then	 to
Châtillon-sur-Indre.	Further	information	will	follow	as	soon	as	possible.

Colloquium	2020
The	Colloquium	2020	will,	also	in	contradiction	to	what	we	agreed	in	Rijeka,	be	held	in	Amiens.
Because	 it	 turned	 out	 that	 it	 will	 be	 possible	 to	 hold	 the	 Colloquium	 together	 with	 the
celebrations	of	the	800th	anniversary	of	the	Amiens-cathedral.
Also	here,	further	information	will	follow	as	soon	as	possible.

Elaine	Block	database	at	the	Index	of	Christian	Art
The	Elaine	Block	database	at	the	Index	of	Christian	Art	in	Princeton	is	offline.	According	to	the
director,	Pamela	Patton,	the	original	design	of	the	external	resources	is	no	longer	secure	online.
That	is	the	reason	the	technology	manager	took	them	down	and	is	making	the	needed	changes.
This	may	take	a	few	months	overall.	There’s	a	notice	online	so	that	researchers	are	aware	of	the
issue.

Member’s	Publications	and	Activities

Sylvie	Bethmont
Beneath	are	 the	 links	 to	 the	site	 "Narthex"	and	also	 the	one	 to	 the	site	of	 "The	conversation",
where	articles	by	Sylvie	Bethmont	on	the	Notre-Dame	de	Paris	are	published:

http://theconversation.com/notre-dame-de-paris-cathedrale-ou-musee-116620
http://www.narthex.fr/reflexions/le-sens-des-images/combat-dans-les-ruines-la-tristesse-
l2019esperance-et-la-gloire-a-notre-dame-de-paris

Žana	Matulić	Bilač
Žana	Matulić	Bilač	will	present	a	paper	next	month	on	 the	 terminology	of	 the	 tools	marks	she
found	on	the	choir	stalls	of	Trogir.

https://www.ipu.hr/article/en/712/discovering-dalmatia-v	
http://www.h-r-z.hr/index.php/aktualno/novosti-i-obavijesti/3153-korska-sjedala-trogirske-
katedrale-forenzicka-lenta-vremena	

María	Dolores	Teijeira
The	bishop	stall	 of	 the	cathedral	of	Palencia	 (before	1415)	has	been	 removed	 from	 the	choir
ensemble	 for	 restoration.	This	 transfer	made	 it	possible	 to	see	 two	scenes	hidden	 in	 the	side
panels:	 an	 Annunciation	 and	 a	 Resurrection	 of	 Christ.	 The	 canopy	 has	 been	 dismantled
showing	 new	 marginal	 scenes	 and	 motifs	 and	 some	 interesting	 details	 of	 the	 construction
process.	The	stall	is	going	to	be	cleaned	and	restored.	An	exhibition,	lectures	and	publications
are	also	planned.
	

Christel	Theunissen
Christel	 Theunissen	 has	 researched	 the	 disappeared	 parts	 of	 the	 choir	 stalls	 of	 the	 Sint-
Sulpitiuskerk	 in	 Diest.	 She	 traced	 parts	 of	 these	 stalls	 in	 country	 houses,	 museums	 and
churches	in	Belgium,	Great	Britain	and	Ireland.	On	September	8th	she	will	give	a	talk	about	her
results:	 The	 choir	 stalls	 of	 Diest:	 European	 heritage.	 You	 are	 very	 welcome	 on	 Sunday	 8
September	at	2	p.m.	or	3	p.m.	at	 the	Museum	of	Religious	Art	 in	the	Sint-Sulpitiuskerk	(Diest,
Belgium)

Carles	Pàmies
Carles	 Pàmies	 is	 the	 newest	 member	 of	 Misericordia	 International	 and	 with	 the	 following
abstract	he	would	like	to	introduce	himself
	
TOWARDS	A	VIRTUAL	REPRESENTATION	OF	THE	GOTHIC	CHOIRS:		A	Challenge	and	a
tool	for	Studying	and	Heritage	Preservation	
	
ABSTRACT:
Although	 I	have	been	meticulously	collecting	 the	Spanish	Gothic	stalls	with	 figures	 for	several
decades,	 I	 formally	 present	 the	 Sillerías	 Project	 to	Misericordia	 International,	 to	 show	 the
progress	achieved	and	the	aims	sought,	as	well	as	to	gather	from	future	users	experiences	and
needs	that	 their	use	may	entail,	as	well	as	to	search	for	possible	 locations	or	digital	accesses
where	to	store	all	the	information.
	
The	 Project	 aims	 to	 compile	 the	 sculptural	 elements	 of	 all	 the	Gothic	 Choirs	 with	 figures	 for
immediate	 study,	 research,	 and	 contemplation,	 in	 all	 places	 where	 the	 digital	 catalog	 is
accessed	 or	 where	 the	 entire	 program	 is	 accessible	 for	 navigation.	We	 originally	 planned	 to
carry	 out	 the	 13	 stalls	 with	 figures	 proposed	 by	 the	 Kraus	marriage,	 although	 over	 time	 the
Project	 remains	 in	 open	 mode,	 with	 the	 possibility	 of	 expanding	 the	 catalog	 available	 for
consultation	and	study.
The	 Project	 began	 as	 an	 extension	 of	 Elaine	 C.	 Block’s	 work,	 the	 Corpus	 of	 Medieval
Misericords,	 to	 modernize	 the	 graphic	 material	 and	 complete	 it	 with	 the	 exhaustive	 and
additional	 cataloging	 of	 all	 the	 carved	 pieces	 of	 the	 choirs:	 Misericordia,	 supports,	 panels,
canopies,	 side	 panels,	 additional	 reliefs,	 etc.	 Initially,	 the	work	was	 done	 on	 hundreds	 of	 low
sensitivity	slides	to	get	the	best	detail.	An	unsuccessful	attempt	was	made	to	obtain	some	form
of	assistance	or	fund	for	the	completion	of	the	Project.		With	digital	technological	development,
the	 following	 images	 were	 obtained	 with	 High-Resolution	 digital	 cameras,	 which	 allowed	 the
possibility	of	forming	the	idea	that	a	digital	 image	could	be	obtained	of	the	entire	sculpture	set
together,	to	access	the	pieces	more	directly	and	in	an	environment	similar	to	the	existing	one.
The	 technological	 development	 in	 the	 treatment	 of	 the	 image,	 constantly	 being	 innovated	on,
has	allowed	the	improved	and	perfected	graphic	representation	of	the	choirs	up	to	the	present
time	 in	which,	 thanks	 to	 the	use	of	photogrammetry	and	 laser	scans,	 it	 allows	a	detailed	and
scaled	representation	of	the	choral	ensembles,	allowing	the	reproduction	of	the	environment	for
access,	 viewing	 and	 study.	On	 the	 other	 hand,	 perfection	 in	 three-dimensional	 capturing	 also
allows	the	digital	storage	of	sculptural	copies.
The	 future	 improvement	 of	 three-dimensional	 physical	 reproduction	 techniques	 of	 sculpted
materials	 may	 also	 allow	 the	 reproduction	 of	 copies,	 specific	 details	 or	 broad	 sets	 of	 the
sculptures	 and	 mercies	 of	 the	 choirs,	 as	 well	 as	 facilitating	 restoration	 in	 case	 of	 physical
damage	(accidents,	phytophagous,	etc.)
The	Project,	as	I	mentioned,	is	not	exclusively	closed	to	the	scope	of	Gothic	choirs	with	sculpted
figures.	 It	 is	 a	 Project	 that	 aims	 to	 house	 other	 Gothic	 or	 Renaissance	 choirs,	 as	 well	 as
extending	the	scope	of	action	to	other	areas	of	Europe	that	require	an	improved	visual	graphics
tool,	with	 easy	 access	 and	 of	 high	 quality	 that	 allows	 the	 enjoyment	 and	 study	 of	 the	Gothic
choirs	with	maximum	excellence.
	
CARLES	PÀMIES	SAURET
Licenciado	 in	 Sciences	 of	 Information	 (Journalism)	 in	 the	 Universidad	 Autónoma	 de
Barcelona
Master	in	Comunication	and	Education		in		the	Universidad	Autónoma	de	Barcelona
Specialist	 in	 Protection	 of	 Patrimony	 at	 the	 Fundació	 Centre	 Europeu	 del	 Patrimoni-
Barcelona

STALLA
The	Stalla-database	is	constantly	being	updated	with	new	records	and	images	of	medieval	choir
stalls:	http://www.ru.nl/stalla
Records	and	images	of	the	following	stalls	are	entered	in	2019

Moudon	(CH)
Selm	(D)
Estavayer-le-Lac	(CH)
Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne	(F)
Herne	(UK)
Lenham	(UK)
Maidstone	(UK)
Minster-in-Thanet	(UK)
Newington	(UK)
Penshurst	(UK)
Sandwich	(UK)
Southfleet	(UK

Other	Information

Dr	Nicholas	Riall,	 a	 researcher	 form	Great	 Britain	 and	 doing	 research	 on	 the	 choir	 stalls	 at
Christchurch	priory,	Dorset	(previously	in	Hampshire).	Dr	Riall	is	asking	for	our	help.
	
Square	pegs	in	early	sixteenth-century	ecclesiastical	stalls	and	screens	in	England
The	English	term	‘a	square	peg	in	a	round	hole’	suggests	that	a	person	in	a	particular	situation
is	a	misfit.	Similarly	we	would	not	expect	a	carpenter	to	use	square	pegs	fitted	into	round	holes.
And	yet,	 they	do	exist	 in	woodwork	created	 for	ecclesiastical	 settings	 in	 the	 late	 fifteenth	and
early	sixteenth	centuries,	but	none	have	been	widely	publicised.
Square	pegs	were	used	in	the	choir	stalls	in	the	Hospital	of	St	Cross,	Winchester,	in	Hampshire.
In	2013-14	a	major	programme	of	conservation	was	carried	out	on	 these	stalls.	This	provided
the	 opportunity	 to	 study	 the	 stalls	 in	 an	 extensive	 and	 comprehensive	 way,	 which	 included
partially	dismantling	them	to	examine	details	of	their	construction.	The	result	was	that	it	became
possible	 to	state	 that	square	pegs	were	utilised	 in	a	standardised	manner,	so	 that	when	used
they	were	 always	 employed	 for	 a	 specific	 purpose	 across	 the	 entirety	 of	 the	 work.	 In	 the	 St
Cross	work	it	seems	that	the	presence	of	both	round	and	square	pegs	was	largely	determined	to
form	 part	 of	 the	 design,	 for	 there	 was	 very	 little	 attempt	 to	 hide	 their	 presence.	 A	 second
characteristic	 is	 that	 square	 pegs	 were	 generally	 used	 to	 fix	 secondary	 pieces	 of	 work	 to	 a
primary	frame.
Many	more	square	pegs	are	to	be	seen	in	the	choir	stalls	of	Christchurch	priory,	Dorset,	where
decorative	tracery	added	to	the	stall	dorsals,	many	of	the	misericords	and	the	backstall	capping
rail	extensions,	were	fitted	using	square	pegs	(Fig	1).
The	St	Cross	 stalls	 date	 to	 c.1513-15,	 those	at	Christchurch	 to	 c.1520-30.	Both	 sets	 of	work
show	a	strong	sense	of	French	and	Netherlandish	work	 in	 the	 joinery,	 they	were	certainly	not
made	by	English	carpenters.	The	three	Breton-style	screens	in	Devon,	at	Brushford,	Colebrooke
and	Coldridge,	which	date	to	between	the	1480s	and	early	1500s,	provide	further	examples	of
this	usage.
Square	pegs	are	not	a	feature	of	English	joinery	of	this	period,	but	no	examples	have	yet	been
found	in	Europe.	Have	any	readers	encountered	them	during	their	own	studies?	
	
Nicholas	Riall

Subscription	2019
Name:	………………………………………………………………
Adress	:……………..................................……………………
Zipcode	and	country:	………......………….……………………
Email:	.....…………………………………….…………………...
University,	Institution:	…….....……..…………………………..
Field	of	expertise:	.......….……………………………

Members	are	requested	to	offer	their	publications	for	our	documentation	center.	Please	send
your	recent	publications	by	mail.	

Please	send	this	form	by	mail	and	by	post	with	the	payment	(in	euros)	to:
	
Misericordia	International
29,	rue	Emile	Forichon
F	-	36230	Neuvy-Saint-Sépulchre
France
	
Mail	:
frederic.billiet@gmail.com
w.piron@let.ru.nl

Fee	for	2019
Active	members:	€	15,-
Students:	free
Honorary	members:	from	€	15,-

You	can	make	a	bank	transfer	on
the	Association	Misericordia	International’s	account
Agency:	Paris	Bastille	(BNP	Paribas)
RIB:	30004	00370	00002857817	24
IBAN:	FR76	3000	4003	7000	0028	5781	724
BIC:	BNPAFRPPPBY

This	email	has	been	sent	to	{{email}}.	•	If	you	no	longer	want	to	receive	this	newsletter,
you	can	unsubscribe	here.	•	You	can	also	view	and	edit	your	subscription.	•	Please	add
w.piron@let.ru.nl	to	your	address	book	to	ensure	our	emails	continue	to	reach	your	inbox.

https://www.mleuven.be/en/borman-and-sons-finest-image-carver
https://www.ards.be/agenda/0036
http://misericordia-international.blogspot.fr/
https://misericordia-international.email-provider.nl/web/bpihboihsd/qwkjzo39pw
http://theconversation.com/notre-dame-de-paris-cathedrale-ou-musee-116620
http://www.narthex.fr/reflexions/le-sens-des-images/combat-dans-les-ruines-la-tristesse-l2019esperance-et-la-gloire-a-notre-dame-de-paris
https://www.ipu.hr/article/en/712/discovering-dalmatia-v
http://www.h-r-z.hr/index.php/aktualno/novosti-i-obavijesti/3153-korska-sjedala-trogirske-katedrale-forenzicka-lenta-vremena
http://www.ru.nl/stalla
mailto:%7B%7Bemail%7D%7D
https://misericordia-international.email-provider.nl/unsubscribe/bpihboihsd/qwkjzo39pw
https://misericordia-international.email-provider.nl/memberforms/edit/standalone/request/?a=bpihboihsd&l=__________&m=__________
mailto:w.piron@let.ru.nl
https://laposta.email-provider.nl/marketing/?utm_source=campagne&utm_campaign=footer-dand&utm_medium=email&_Mid=4169&ref=a-bpihboihsd-qwkjzo39pw

