
Rules and Regulations of the Examination Board of the Radboud University Faculty of 

Science 2016-2017 

General Section 

1. Scope 

These Rules and Regulations are applicable to all exams given by the Faculty of Science 

(henceforth: the Faculty) in the bachelors and masters: 

- Biomedical Sciences: bachelor Biology, master Biology, master Medical Biology. 

- Computing and Information Sciences: bachelor Computing Science, master 

Computing Science, master Information Science. 

- Molecular Life Sciences: bachelor Molecular Life Sciences, master Molecular Life 

Science, bachelor Chemistry, master Chemistry, bachelor Science, master Science. 

- Mathematics and Natural Science and Astronomy: bachelor Mathematics, master 

Mathematics, bachelor Natural Science and Astronomy, master Physics and 

Astronomy.  

2. Concept definitions 

Concepts used in these regulations, in so far they occur in of under the Structure Regulations 

of the Radboud University applicable regulations, will use the definition as given by those 

regulations. Further concepts used:  

- Examination Regulation: the Education and Examination Regulations (EER) for the 

programmes listed under article 1, as determined by the board of the Faculty of 

Science. 

- Examinee: those who submit to an exam. 

- Section: education unit from which an examination is built en which end with an 

assessment/final grade. 

- Exam: an enquiry into the knowledge, insight and skills of a student with respect to a 

certain section. As well as the assessment of that enquiry by at least one examinator 

who has been appointed by the Examination Board. 

- Exam date: the administrative date of an exam used to arrange proceedings of all those 

who are involved with the exam. In the case of a written exam this is the date when the 

exam is taken. In the case of a lab course it is the day of the deadline for all data and 

reports. 

- Student: they who are registered at the Radboud University in order to participate in 

the education and/or taking exams of the programme. 

- Examinator: they who the Examination Board has appointed to give exams, in 

accordance with article 7.12 of the law. 

 

3. Composition and daily workings of the Examination Board 



- According to the faculty rules and regulations every Examination Board exists of at 

least three and at most ten members, the majority of these members belong to the 

regular academic staff whom are responsible for education within the specific 

programme. 

- The Examination Board appoints a chairman and vice-chairman from their midst.  

- The vice-chairman replaces the chairman if necessary.  

- The Examination Board makes decisions with the majority vote. In case of an equality 

of votes the chairman decides. 

- The Examination Board makes agreements on the signing of documents on behalf of 

the Examination Board and could grant specific signing privileges to non-members. 

 

 

4. Exams 

 

-  The regulations on examination participation (appendix of the EER) is applicable on 

all exams of the faculty. The Examination Board can allow a student to take the exam 

on a different date than the planned exam date. The Examination Board will only 

decide on a motivated request by a student if the lecturer concerned and the study 

advisor give a positive advice.  

- Bachelor students who haven’t completed the programme and wish to participate in 

masters exams can file a request with the Examination Board to do so. According to 

the regulation ‘Bachelor-before-Master FNWI’ (known in Dutch as the Harde Knip), a 

maximum of two master subjects or master subjects up to 10 ects can be requested. A 

student may not commence with the final master internship or thesis whilst being 

registered as a bachelor student. 

 

5. Content and assessment of the exam  

 

- At the start of each section the examinator will communicate the learning goals of that 

section to the students. An exam tests the learning goals to proportion of importance. 

- The demands for each (partial) exam will be communicated to the students with plenty 

of time before the (partial) exam. 

- In case of a written (partial) exam, the sources which students may use during the 

exam will be made known ahead of time. 

-  When a exam is comprised of several parts, the way in which the assessments lead to a 

final grade will be communicated to the students by the examinator at the start of the 

section. 

- Sections can be assessed with one of the following final grades: 10,0; 9,5; 9,0; 8,5; 

8,0; 7,5; 7,0; 6,5; 6,0; 5,0; 4,5; 4,0; 3,5; 3,0; 2,5; 2,0; 1,5; 1,0. 

- A sufficient grade is a 6 or higher or a “sufficient”. 

- In case of a final grade comprised of not only a final exam (or multiple partial exams), 

but also other partial grades (such as lab courses, tutorials, presentations etc.), the final 

grade cannot be sufficient if the final exam (or the average of partial exams) is 

assessed with a grade lower than a 5,0.  

- In case of a final grade for a final thesis/internship is comprised of partial grades (such 

as practical work, reports, presentation etc.), every one of these partial grades should 

be at least a 5,0. 

- When both assessors of a final thesis/internship give a (partial) grade that is more than 

a full point apart and this is maintained after a consult between them, the Examination 

Board will appoint a third assessor who determines a binding final grade. 



- If the EER allows that final theses/internships are expanded with extra ects from 

electives, than this is only allowed is the Examination Board gives approval 

beforehand. The request should be motivated with an extra task which is in accordance 

with the number of added ects. 

- An exam for which a sufficient grade has been received may not be resit. 

- When an exam is resit, in principle, the final grade counts. 

 

6. Course of events during exams 

 

- For a written exam the examinator will appoint proctors who supervise the exam in 

accordance to the proctor protocol of the Faculty. The proctors need to be aware of the 

sources a student may use during the exam. They also need to be aware of the manner 

in which a student, who has permission from the Examination Board to take the exam 

in an adjusted fashion, is allowed to take the exam. 

- The examinator can determine that an examinee cannot take the exam assignments 

with them after the exam. 

- It is mandatory for an examinee to show identification (College ID, passport, ID card 

or driver’s license) during the exam on request of/or by the Examination Board. 

- The examinee will make sure to take plenty of paper and writing material to the exam. 

An examinator can decide to provide paper themselves. The examinee should then use 

this paper. 

- It is mandatory for the examinee to follow the instructions provided by the 

Examination Board or examinator before, during or immediately after the exam. 

- If the examinee does not follow one or more of the instructions as mentioned in the 

previous section, the examinee could be excluded from further participation of the 

exam or parts of it. The exclusion leads to the absence of a grade and further exclusion 

from the same exam (or parts) in the same academic year. 

- If the examinee is caught in fraudulent actions during the exam, the rules as stated in 

the EER will be applied. 

 

7. Exemptions 

 

- A request to be exempted from an exam or part of it will be assessed by the 

Examination Board. 

- The Examination Board will decide within1 month after receiving the request. The 

petitioner will be notified of the decision immediately.  

 

8. Exams 

 

- A student passes the first year exam when all sections of the first year programme are 

assessed with a sufficient (at least a 6 or a “sufficient) grade.  

- In all other cases the examinee is rejected for the first year diploma. 

- A student passes the bachelor exam when they have obtained the first year diploma 

and has received sufficient (at least a 6 or a “sufficient) grades on all sections of the 

second and third year programme.  

- In all other cases the student is rejected for the bachelor exam. 

- A student passes the master exam when all sections of the master programme are 

assessed with a sufficient (at least a 6 or a “sufficient) grade. 

- In all other cases the examinee is rejected for the master exam. 

 



9. Distinctions 

- A distinction for the first year programme is determined on the basis of the 

assessments of the sections of the first year programme. For the bachelor exam on the 

basis of assessments of the sections in the first, second and third year programme. For 

the master exam on the basis of the assessments of the section in the master 

programme.  

- Sections with an assessment of “sufficient” do not count towards the distinction. 

- A distinction will not be awarded if the extent of the exemptions is more than 50% of 

the programme.  

 

 For awarding the distinction ‘cum laude’ the following criteria are used: 

- The weighed ects average of the assessments of all exams with an extent of less than 

20 ects must be at least equal to 8.0. 

- The weighed ects average of the assessments of all exams with an extent of more than 

20 ects must be at least equal to 8.0. 

 

For awarding the distinction “summa cum laude” the following criteria are used: 

- The weighed ects average of the assessments of all exams with an extent of less than 

20 ects must be at least equal to 9.0. 

- The weighed ects average of the assessments of all exams with an extent of more than 

20 ects must be at least equal to 9.0. 

 

10. Premaster 

 

-   To determine if a student has met all requirements for the premaster, the same 

regulations apply as for an exam. 

 

11. Amendments and unforeseen  

 

- No amendments will be made to these regulations, in the current academic year, unless 

the interests of the students won’t be impaired. 

- In cases where the current Rules and Regulations do not accommodate, or there is 

doubt about the interpretation, the Examination Board will decide. 

- The Examination Board is qualified to make exceptions on the EER and Rules and 

Regulations if this is an informed decision. 

 

12. Commencement 

 

These Rules and Regulations commence on 1 September 2016. 

 

13. Admission minor Medicine during bachelor Biology 

 

1. Admission into the minor Medicine is on the basis of selection. To be considered 

for the selection, the student must have met all requirements for the first year exam 

before Christmas in their second year. The primary selection criteria will be the 

grades received during the first year. 

2. Students will receive a preliminary acceptation into the minor Medicine in the 

second year. Definitive admission is granted if the second year is passed without 

any delays.  



3. The minor Medicine encompasses five courses, each worth 6 ects. These courses 

can only be taken within the minor Medicine, not as electives within other sections 

of the programme. 

4. Only if the bachelor exam is earned in three years of studying, including the minor 

Medicine, is the student, after selection, allowed into the premaster Medicine at the 

RU. 

5. Bachelor students with the minor Medicine can also be granted admission into the 

master Medical Biology. 

6. If students have not made sufficient progress in the minor Medicine within three 

years, the courses that have been passed with a sufficient grade can be used as a 

part of the bachelor exam Biology. 

 

14. Bachelor thesis/internship 
 

In accordance with the EER 2016-2017 article 3.3.6 the second part of the bachelor 

exam is concluded with an individual assessment (bachelor thesis/internship) 

encompassing a minimum of 9 and a maximum of 15 ects.  

In accordance with this article the Examination Board will allow the expansion of the 

bachelor internship (12 ects) with a maximum of 3 ects in the elective space.  

 

15. Content master programme 

  

 In all circumstances the master programme should exist of at least 114 ects. 

 

16. Graduation assignment, internship and thesis 

 

Internships and theses in both the bachelor and master programme will be individually 

graded on the basis of individually handed in work. If a student requests to do a joint 

internship or thesis before commencing, the Examination Board can allow this. In this 

request the following has to be mentioned/explained: 

- The purpose of the joint assignment. 

- A description of the individual parts of the assignment and the responsibilities per 

student. 

- A description of the joint partial assignments and responsibilities of the students. 

- A clear description of the manners in which the individual and joint parts of the 

internship/thesis will be assessed. 

In all circumstances does every student have to hand in an individual report/thesis. 

 

17. Amendments and unforeseen  

 

- No amendments will be made to these regulations, in the current academic year, unless 

the interests of the students won’t be impaired. 

- In cases where the current Rules and Regulations do not accommodate, or there is 

doubt about the interpretation, the Examination Board will decide. 

- The Examination Board is qualified to make exceptions on the EER and Rules and 

Regulations if this is an informed decision. 

 

18. Commencement 

 

These programme specific Rules and Regulations commence on 1 September 2016. 



 

 

 


