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Living History 

 

One of the game changers according to the Nationale Wetenschapsagenda is the 

intervention in today’s increasingly “polarized debates”, which feed into 

conflicting heritages of the past, or narratives of the past that are rooted in conflict and 

division. Heritages of Hunger examines past and present educational practices to gain 

insights into how such problematic and painful legacies that continue to divide 

communities function in transmission over time and space persist, but also seeks to enrich 

present understanding of the various methodologies, materials and modes of transmission 

that can be employed in processes of overcoming scars of the past and in promoting mutual 

understanding and reconciliation— on regional, national and transnational levels. 

 

In other words, the project seeks to analyse polarisation, but also transcend it in the 

scientific insights and the hands-on educational resources and tools that it will 

develop. Heritages of Hunger aims to take on this challenge in relation to formal and 

informal education, because these are public spheres where values, legacies and cultural 

identities are formed. Classroom education plays a pivotal role in transferring heritage to 

cultural groups who have no living memories of a specific past (Atkinson 2014). 

Commemoration practices bring together different social groups who identify with a 

specific heritage, while also “socializing populations into a common culture” (Ashplant et 

al. 2000: 8).  Processes of identity and community building depend to a large extent upon 

the preservation of sites of memory and upon the collection and exhibition of objects of 

memory (Last 2007; Goodnow and Akman 2008). The remediation of the past in museums 

plays a significant role in educating citizens (Hooper-Greenhill 2007; Gourievidis 2014). 

 

The project researches ways to transcend conflicting famine heritages in educational 

practices, and to promote mutual understanding between different European communities 

by offering alternative didactic models and resources which stress shared experiences and 

legacies of solidarity.  In so doing, the project will promote the emancipation of citizens, 

and especially immigrants or those from a socially less privileged background, as 

consumers and producers of famine heritage. Consortium partners such as Irish Heritage 

Trust, Museum Rotterdam, and Red Star Line Museum will engage immigrants, refugees 

and school children from disadvantaged urban areas in the project’s events and 

workshops, especially because the personal experiences of such groups connect to issues 

of poverty and migration that are integral to European famine legacies. The public events 

aim to connect the famine pasts to present-day issues in the Netherlands and Europe, 

thereby responding to current societal transformations that require resilience in the 

educational and cultural policies and networks we adopt (NWA, Resilient Societies). 
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Having three partners in the Netherlands on board – Dutch Resistance Museum, Museum 

Rotterdam and EuroClio – the consortium will especially tackle the issues of contested 

heritages in Dutch contexts. At the same time, the project makes it possible to connect 

Dutch practices in teaching contested and difficult pasts to other European and even 

transatlantic settings, thereby creating a unique dialogue between Dutch institutions and 

similar educational environments elsewhere. The project’s concern with education in an 

increasingly diversified society due to immigration especially also connects to NWA’s 

Route Child and Adolescent Development. 

 

 
 

 


