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Societal Breakthroughs 

 

Heritages of Hunger will yield innovative knowledge that can be used to resolve two current 

societal challenges: the call for sustainability and innovation in the public sphere, in the 

Netherlands and Europe; and the necessity to promote historical awareness in Europe in 

ways that can intervene in today’s societal polarisation. The project will also explore the 

potential of active citizen participation in our mediation of famine pasts. 

 

1. The project will intervene in the ways in which living pasts function in 

changing, multicultural societies in the Netherlands and Europe. 

Today, formal education as well as informal education in cultural and public spaces call 

for new approaches and strategies to appeal to audiences which are more than ever 

marked by multiculturalism (Last 2007; Goodnow & Akman 2008). This 

multiculturalism increases significantly due to transeuropean mobility and the arrival 

of many ‘new’ European citizens: immigrants from outside Europe that seek to integrate 

their own cultural backgrounds with the legacies of their host communities (Yildiz & 

Rothberg 2011; Logemann 2015). This is a situation with which the Dutch – in a larger 

European context – also have to cope. 

 

Through its transeuropean, multicultural focus and its attention for economic 

deprivation and migration, the project will appeal strongly to these new inhabitants of 

Europe. The project is conscious of potential analogies with famine histories in this 

period in many countries of origin of non-European immigrants (e.g. India, Indonesia, 

Vietnam, China, Sub-Saharan Africa), and will seek to make comparative connections 

to these where appropriate. It also explores ways to achieve more inclusive approaches 

of transmitting these heritages. In so doing, it takes up the challenges of devising forms 

of education and mediation that meet the demands of present-day societal 

transformation due to (refugee) immigration, social inequality and Brexit. 

 

This will be achieved by involving citizens in public activities that the consortium 

organises: public events on site at museums where the public can engage with the 

research team in debates, and leave responses to the team’s presentations through on-

site laptops. This feedback will be processed in the educational resources the consortium 

will develop, through meetings with museum staff, policy makers, discussions with 

teachers of history involved in the European Association of History Educators, EuroClio. 

The educational resources developed by the project team will be piloted and educators 
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using them can leave feedback and exchange experiences on an attached discussion 

board. 

 

2. The research results will inspire reflections within the educational and 

heritage sector upon its own practices and policies, offering tangible 

outcomes that can be utilised. 

Through its comparative approach to various forms of education, the project will 

increase consciousness of the wide range of methodologies and intermedialities in 

formal and informal education as well as the diverse educational policies in operation 

in cultural and public spaces across Europe. While educational practices are often 

constrained by ingrained national practices, we will stimulate a cross-national 

cooperation between actors in the educational and heritage sector, recommending novel 

modes and technologies of transmitting troubled pasts, as well as offering platforms 

(through a discussion board attached to the MOOC) for exchanging practices. The best 

practices to be developed towards the end of the project may encourage organisations 

and policy makers in the educational and cultural sector to rethink current procedures 

and policies. 

 

3.  The project will offer deeper perspectives on how we can pass on past 

experiences of famine, migration, and poverty, which could inform 

representational strategies of societal institutions concerned with human 

rights and solidarity. 

Heritages of Hunger will suggest methodologies of embedding educational practices 

concerning famines within broader frameworks of human rights and philanthropy. As 

such, the insights the project will develop will also be of use to museums which address 

legacies of human rights, such as Canadian Museum for Human Rights, Manitoba; or 

heritage sites which address famine relief in various contexts, including Africa, such as 

consortium partners Ireland’s National Famine Museum Strokestown Park, operated by 

Irish Heritage Trust, Museum Rotterdam and the Dutch Resistance Museum in 

Amsterdam. NGOs such as Oxfam and Concern Worldwide play a significant role in 

offering famine relief, and the connection between their histories and European famines 

reveals their historic contributions and roles. Oxfam was originally founded in Britain 

for famine relief for the starving citizens of occupied Greece in 1942. The project will 

invest in teaching resources and methodologies that highlight points of connection 

between current subsistence crises and European famine legacies, which will raise 

consciousness of past and present activities of NGOs and may strengthen future 
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collaborations between them and educators. 

 

4. The project will contribute to current discussions about refugees and their 

place in European societies. 

The European famine pasts that are central to this project often included episodes of 

intensive emi- and immigration (e.g. the Irish Famine diaspora) involving large 

numbers of famine refugees, and the MOOC and repository that form part of the project 

output will address these migration histories. As a result, the output could also be of use 

to stakeholders that engage with past and present-day issues of refugees, immigration, 

multiculturalism, such as recently established immigration museums (Red Star Line 

Museum, 2013; Cité de l’Immigration, Paris, 2014; Migration Museum, London, 2017). 

 

Concretely, the project team will engage in public events by four of its stakeholders that 

will address the present refugee crisis as well as involve refugees themselves. First, Irish 

Heritage Trust’s National Famine Museum, Ireland will work together with the project 

consortium in hosting a workshop involving the local community, including Syrian 

refugees from the asylum seekers’ centre. This workshop will use the educational 

resources developed by the project team and aims to bring migration histories from 

European famine pasts and the histories of these Syrian refugees together, in 

constructive dialogue. Second, the Red Star Line Museum in Antwerp, concerned with 

European emigration and immigration, has also committed to collaboration in the form 

of a workshop organised by the project team about European famines (in education) and 

migration in 2020, and another workshop will be hosted by them at the AEMI 

conference for migration heritage institutes in October 2019. Third, Ireland Park 

Foundation, Toronto will host a public event focused on famines and migration, past 

and present. Fourth, Finnish Labour Museum Werstas has experience in museum 

pedagogy regarding immigrants and will organise a workshop for educators on this 

subject. 

 

5. The project results could be of use to institutes involved with agricultural 

or environmental concerns. They shed light on human-nature relationships 

in the past. 

The famine pasts represented in the project often signified crises in the relationship 

between humanity and the environment, in the form of potato blight (Ireland, Flanders), 

heavy cold and snowfall (Finland), and even the seizure of land and crops during warfare 

or collectivisation (Greece, Ukraine). Contemporary famines are commonly the result of 
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political or military conflict, often combined with natural conditions, such as drought, 

as a sign of climate change (South Sudan, Yemen). As such, the past European famines 

represent case studies about human-nature relationships that could illuminate present 

environmental crises, in and beyond Europe. The Kuopio Museum and Finnish Labour 

Museum Werstas in Finland are co- financing partners and engage with the natural 

environment, agriculture and famine, and will both organise a workshop with us for 

educators and schools. In these workshops that also address environmental concerns, 

we will be able to test out the project’s educational resources as well. 


