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Objectives 

 

The project has four main goals: 

 

1. To identify similarities/differences in how heritages of famines have 

been taught across Europe. 

Through this, the project will assess how these heritages function in relation to issues 

of national and (trans)european identity formation, conflict and reconciliation. It 

will establish new models and criteria for investigating the teaching practices in 

European public and cultural spaces, such as schools, memorials and museums. The 

project will teach us more about past conflict, identity construction, heritage and 

famine. Through its comparison of a wide variety of practices of education, the 

project will increase knowledge of the educational policies and strategies operating 

in various fields: schools, the heritage sector and the media. 

 

2. To investigate how present European concerns (pandemic, 

globalisation, commodification, human rights, poverty, migration, 

climatic change) intersect with the heritage and memory of these 

European famines, and affect educational practices at schools, 

museums, commemorations. 

The project will also examine how memories of modern famines have been and are 

presently mobilised – including in public discourses in the media – to address 

contemporary questions of pandemic, hunger, poverty, migration and social 

inclusion, within and beyond Europe. 

 

3. To determine which educational practices strengthen cross-cultural 

dialogues and awareness of transeuropean famine legacies, which may 

stimulate understanding and reconciliation among communities. 

The project will uncover successful practices for the transmission of troubled pasts 

that emphasise transnational experiences, solidarity, and shared understanding. 

These best practices will be converted into a set of recommendations for teaching 

troubled famine pasts in ways that will stimulate dialogue, and that are directed to 

teachers, policy makers, heritage foundations, museums, and organisations charged 

with commemoration. 
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4. To explore and implement effective ways of teaching European famine 

pasts, with the aim of transcending national difference and reductive 

presentisms. 

Distilling effective practices from the educational materials and forms it investigates, 

the consortium aims to develop digital educational materials and methodologies that 

will not only expose underexplored European famine legacies, but also map out the 

involvement of various European countries in food crises elsewhere. The team will 

develop a Massive Online Open Course (MOOC), designed to reveal the ways in 

which nation-specific heritages of European hunger intersect and engage with other 

European famine legacies, and offers materials and suggestions for methodologies 

that can be used in learning practices. 

 

The MOOC will incorporate five modules: on causes of famines; socio-economic 

impacts; relief and solidarity; legacies of famines today; and migration. These 

modules take on a comparative perspective and emphasise transeuropean solidarity 

and collaboration, alongside explaining experiences and legacies of hunger and 

repression. By centralising themes that are not only related to all these famine pasts, 

but that play a pivotal role in current debates about the challenges that Europe faces 

(disease, poverty, inequality, immigration, environmental concerns), the 

consortium expects to contribute teaching material and methodologies that will 

connect past legacies to present-day issues. 

 

Furthermore, the team will together develop a digital repository with 

educational resources: textual, visual and audio resources about European 

famines that can be widely implemented in for example schools and museums. 

 

 

 

http://mooc.org/

