
Guidelines for creating Donders Series thesis covers

1. ARTBOARD SIZE
Adjust the width of the Artboard to the right size: 170 mm + spine width + 170 mm
Ask the publisher of your thesis what the spine width will be. This depends on the number of pages of your thesis.
Don’t modify the final book size of a Donders Series thesis. Its dimensions always have to be 170 x 240 mm.

2. SPINE
Adjust the width of the graphic spine elements (the three red color bars): they have to match the spine width.
This is what different spine widths should look like:

3. SPINE text
Fill in your thesis title, name and the Donders Series number.
Use the predefined typography regarding font-size, alignment, tracking, etc. Don’t use another font than Arial here.

3. BACK
After adjusting the width, put the back design of the cover in the right x-position again:
the white rectangle should start at the bleeding area of the artboard and the right side should be right agains the spine.

4. MPI / THIRD PARTY LOGOS
If relevant, add logo(s) of other parties (like the MPI) in the white space with the RU/UMC logo.
This is only allowed when these parties were involved in your project substantially.
The MPI logo is already embedded in the template. It’s position is next to the RU/UMC emblem. 
This can be removed if necessary.

5. ISBN
Fill in the ISBN number in the inside of the thesis. It is not desirable to put it on the back. 

6. FRONT
Adjust the x-position of the rectangle with ‘Donders Series’ in it: it should be right against the spine.
The white rectangle with ‘Donders Series’ should always be on top of your cover design

7. YOUR COVER DESIGN
Put your cover design in the bottom layer. When using artword: make sure that colors are CMYK
and bitmaps (TIF/PHOTOSHOP) are high-res (300 dpi) and in CMYK color mode. Don’t use JPG/PNG.

8. INVITATION
Ask the publisher of your thesis what the exact dimensions of the invitation will be.

9. SAVING / EXPORTING THE FILE AS PDF
Ask the publisher of your thesis for guidelines regarding export settings.
The template has predefined bleed margins of 3 mm. Make sure to check the bleed box when saving/exporting. 




