
IMM PhD thesis guidelines 
 
The PhD thesis is primarily a proof of the ability to conduct independent academic research. Therefore 
the items below are guidelines, not rules. This also means that when there is enough content for the 
thesis it is wise to finish it, even if not all articles/data can be included in the thesis. Keep in mind that 
getting the PhD degree is the primary aim of a PhD project. Additional data/articles can also be 
finalized after the thesis is finished. 
 
Guidelines 

- Each thesis is expected to contain multiple research chapters. Depending on the sizes and 
methods of the studies conducted, the amount of research chapters may vary. Typically an 
IMM thesis consists of 3-4 research chapters, quality is more important than quantity. 

- Research articles should in principle be publishable, but do not have to be submitted or 
accepted for the thesis to be finished. 

- (Parts of) a publication in which the PhD student is not the first author can form the basis of 
a chapter, under the condition that there is a substantial contribution to the research 
executed in the publication. 

- A review publication can be a part of the introduction, or can form the basis of a separate 
chapter. 

- Properly conducted experiments that may not (yet) be publishable, but are relevant for 
future research can form the basis of a research chapter. 

- In each chapter contributions of others are acknowledged (e.g. as co-author on the 
corresponding publication or in the acknowledgement) if applicable. 
 

Layout of the thesis 
What needs to go to the manuscript committee: 

- Preface/overview (can also be part of the introduction) 
- Introduction/review chapter(s) 
- Research chapters 
- Future perspective chapter 
- Research Data Management page 

What is additionally required for the final thesis, after approval from the manuscript committee: 
- Cover 
- Title page (always in Dutch, strict format from the university) 
- Summary (always in Dutch, can be done additionally in English) 
- Resume 

What is optional for the final thesis: 
- Index 
- Summary in English, summary in another language than Dutch or English 
- Propositions 
- Acknowledgements 

 
Depending on your writing speed, you should count on an average of 5-6 months for writing the 
thesis including feedback and revisions. If research or review chapters have already been written in an 
earlier stage, this can be done in a shorter time span. The advice is always to begin in time, and to 
discuss the exact content of your thesis approximately 1,5 years before the end of your contract. 
 
More information and questions 



For more information about the formal regulations, also see: https://www.ru.nl/en/staff/phd-
candidates/getting-your-phd/doctorate-regulations  
 
If any questions or unclarities about the required content of the thesis remain, feel free to contact 
the Graduate School Coordinator. 
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