BSI-Graduate School

Presentation Skills (3 ECTS)
Course Manual, Spring 2026

Lecturers:
Mike Rinck (mike.rinck@ru.nl)
Jessica Lust (jessica.lust@ru.nl)

Background & Course objectives:
The course ‘Presentation Skills” is one of BSI courses for PhD students. The goal of ‘Presentation
Skills’ is for you to learn to present yourself and your research in an engaging and clear manner to
different audiences (i.e., scientific as well as non-scientific audiences). After having finished this
course, you will know how to prepare the following presentation formats:

1) a 15-minute symposium talk

2) a 1-minute self-presentation pitch

3) aconference poster

4) a 1-minute poster pitch

ECTS and Expectations
This is a 3 ECTS (=84 hours) course. To earn these points, you are expected to
e attend at least 5 of the 7 meetings
e be well-prepared (i.e., studying provided information, thoroughly preparing their
presentations) before each meeting
e actively participate during the meetings by giving feedback to others

Admission criteria:
The course is open to a maximum of 8 PhD students.
Students who already have data to present are encouraged to subscribe.

Teaching format:
15 min Symposium Talk. You will first receive information about how to prepare and present a

symposium talk for a scientific audience (Meeting 1). Thereafter, you are expected to prepare your
own 15 minute symposium talk and present it in Meeting 2 or 3. After this first presentation, you
will receive direct and constructive feedback from the lecturer and the other students on both
content and presentation style. We also offer to videotape your presentation, so you can watch
yourself later, to see how the audience sees you presenting. You are expected to use the feedback
to prepare a second version of the talk that you will present during the last meetings of the course
(Meetings 6 and 7). In case of very good presentations, we may ask you to prepare a new version
of the talk (e.g., to a different audience), rather than a second version of the same talk.
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1 min Self-Presentation Pitch. You will receive information about how to prepare and present a

brief self-presentation pitch to introduce yourself and your research interests. You are expected to
present your short pitch during Meeting 4. You will receive feedback, and you will give a second
version of the pitch in Meeting 5. Again, we offer to videotape you when pitching, so you can
watch yourself afterwards.

Conference Poster and 1 min Poster Pitch. In Meeting 4, you will receive information on how to

present a visually attractive and informative poster, digitally or on paper. In Meeting 5, if you have
a poster ready (or plan to present one soon), you will present it together with a 1 min pitch about
it, and you will receive feedback on both the poster and the pitch.

Schedule (preliminary):

Meeting Content Date and Time
1 Meet and greet with class, instructions for Thursday, May 7,
symposium talks, demo talk 10:30 - 12:30,
2 Symposium talks (version 1) Monday, May 18,
10:30-12:30,
3 Additional symposium talks (version 1), and Tuesday, May 19,
instructions for 1-min self-presentation pitch 10:30 - 12:30,
4 Self-presentation pitches (version 1), instructions Monday, June 1,
for posters 10:30-12:30,
5 Self-presentation pitches (version 2), Monday, June 8,
Feedback on posters and poster pitches 10:30 - 12:30,
6 Symposium talks (version 2) Monday, June 29,
10:30 - 12:30,
7 Additional symposium talks (version 2), Tuesday, June 30,
Wrap-up 10:30 - 12:30,
Literature:

This book contains many more helpful pieces of advice regarding scientific presentations:
Designing Science Presentations. A visual guide to figures, papers, slides, posters, and more. Matt
Carter.

An E-copy of the book can be found in BSI Plaza under Library:
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/channel/19%3a4a32d133b97041f9a750b3df512734fe%40thread.t
acv2/Library?groupld=03f75f5f-0753-44be-b6c8-5e5a8blce8b2&tenantld=084578d9-400d-4a5a-
a7c7-e76cad7af400
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