Guidelines for use of generative Al
for the BSc and MSc Mathematics
at Radboud University

(Version of 9 October 2025)

These guidelines are modeled after and partly copied from the Guidelines for using GenAl in education by
the Faculty of Arts of Radboud Universit

Guidelines for students

+ Do not present the output of GenAl applications as your own work. Presenting GenAl output
as your own work is fraud.

Example: You may not enter your homework problem into a GenAl application and submit the
output as your solution to the problem.

Example: You should not enter a wrong or incomplete proof of a homework problem in your GenAl
application, ask it to correct your argument, and then submit the output as your own solution. (The
difference to the allowed use of GenAl for improving grammar and spelling mentioned below is that
working out a correct proof is the central learning objective, while grammar and spelling are not.)

Example: You may not use GenAl to write the introduction to your Bachelor's thesis.

Example: You should not use GenAl to design the overall section and subsection structures of your
Master's thesis. (The difference to the allowed use of GenAl for creating templates mentioned below
is that creating this is one of the central objectives of your project.)

Example: You may not use GenAl to generate code for assignments and projects where writing code
is the principal task.

* Mention the use of GenAl and refer to it correctly. In case of allowed GenAl use (see [below),
you should acknowlege the use explicitly.

Example: If you use GenAl to improve the language use (grammar, spelling, ...) of parts of your
Bachelor's or Master's thesis, you should mention this in a disclaimer in a separate section or
subsection, saying, for example, “Grammarly was used to improve the language quality of this
thesis."

+ Compare the output of GenAl applications with other scientific sources. The output of GenAl
applications may contain inaccuracies and actual mistakes. You should compare it to reliable
scientific sources (lecture notes, books, research articles) to assess the quality of the output. Be
aware that not all texts use the same conventions for naming mathematical concepts, which can
mean that the GenAl result does not mean what you think it does.

Example: GenAl often produces plausible mathematical reasoning that turns out to be wrong. Verify
carefully if the output you get is correct.

"See https://www.ru.nl/sites/default/files/2025-06/richtlijnen-genai-in-het-onderwijs-

faculteit-der-letteren.pdf


https://www.ru.nl/sites/default/files/2025-06/richtlijnen-genai-in-het-onderwijs-faculteit-der-letteren.pdf
https://www.ru.nl/sites/default/files/2025-06/richtlijnen-genai-in-het-onderwijs-faculteit-der-letteren.pdf

Example: When you use GenAl to learn more about compact, regular or normal topological spaces,
make sure that GenAl uses the same definitions as you do.

+ Do not use personal data or intellectual property in your prompts. Since you don't know what
happens to the information in your prompts, sharing this data may violate the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) or Intellectual Property Rights (IPR). You can only do this if Radboud
University has signed a data processing agreement with the provider of the GenAl application
you are using, in which the protection of personal data and intellectual property is ensured, and
appropriate security measures are established.

+ Ateacher cannot compel you to create an account for GenAl applications for which Radboud
University does not have a license.

+ Be aware of disadvantages and risks. Before using GenAl applications, be aware that their
training and use may be resource-intensive, and that you have little or no information about the
origin and the selection of the training data.

Allowed usage of GenAl
As stated in the guidelines, allowed use of GenAl should be acknowledged.

+ Search engine. You may use GenAl to find additional bibliographical resources for your subject of
study. However, be careful because GenAl applications are known to hallucinate publications. You
should always verify if the source exists and consult the actual source, rather then using the GenAl
output.

Example: When working on your Master’s project, you ask a GenAl application for the statement and
the reference of the Sobolev embedding theorem and it directs you to “Adams, R. A., & Fournier, J. J.
F. (2003). Sobolev Spaces (2nd ed.). Academic Press.". Consult the book and use it (or the references
therein) as your reference, rather than the GenAl output.

Example: You ask a GenAl application to explain the error messages that you got while working on a
coding problem.

+ Generating templates. You may use GenAl to generate templates as an inspiration for products
you are going to create unless this is explicitly not allowed for the course in question.

Example: You may use GenAl to generate templates for figures or text layouts as an inspiration
for products you are going to create. So if you need a TikZ-picture of a torus for your Bachelor's
thesis and use GenAl to produce a first version in which you then customize various parameters
and colors to get what you actually want.

+ Revising or improving products without generating new content. You may use GenAl to revise
or improve products without generating new content.

Example: You can use GenAl to check your texts for grammar, spelling, and punctuation. For an
optimal learning effect, do not use prompts asking GenAl to improve your text; instead, ask for a list
of improvement suggestions in specific areas and critically evaluate them before incorporating
them.

* For coding assignments or any other use, refer to the specific guidelines outlined by the
instructor for each course.



Guidelines for teachers

+ Do not present the output of GenAl applications as your own work. Set a good example for
students by mentioning when (part of) your teaching material is made with the help of GenAl.

Example: If you use GenAl support to create solutions to your homework problems that you post on
Brightspace, then tell your students to which extent you have done so.

+ Do not use personal data or intellectual property in your prompts. You can only do this if
Radboud University has signed a data processing agreement with the provider of the GenAl
application you are using, in which the protection of personal data and intellectual property is
ensured, and appropriate security measures are established.

* You cannot oblige students to create an account for GenAl applications for which Radboud
University does not have a license.

« At the beginning of your course, clearly outline to students what is and isn't permitted in
the use of GenAl.



