
Research seminar Islam, Politics and Society 10th of June 10.30-16.30 

Free admission Erasmusbuilding 15.39-15.41 

 

10.30   Opening 

10.30-11.00  Lucy Spoliar  “Humouring the Secular? British Muslim Female Comedians Negotiating 

Secular-Masculine Humour Discourses” (online) 

11.00-11.30  Karin van Nieuwkerk “Navigating Gender as a Transman in Egypt” 

 

11.30-12.00  Break Coffee/thee 

 

12.00-13.00 Guest lecture Pieter Coppens “Biographies as a Source for an 

Islamic History of Dying” 

A separate genre of ars moriendi works with clear instructions for the dying, as known to European-

Christian history, is difficult to locate in Islamic history. How were norms of dying defined and 

disseminated, then? The genre of biographies of exemplary pious figures may have played an 

important role in that. Through some examples to be found in this genre, I will show how 

biographical works may be helpful to construct a longue durée history of dying in Islam. 

Pieter Coppens (1983) is an associate professor at the School of Religion and Theology, VU University 

Amsterdam. His recently granted NWO-Vidi research project focuses on the art of dying in Islamic 

traditions (600-1800). Before that he mainly worked on Salafi hermeneutics and the history of Sufi 

eschatology. 

 

13.00-14.15  Lunch  

14.15- 14.45 Harald Viersen "Reading Nabawiyya Musa's "Woman and Work": Ethics and Reform 

in Early 20th Century Egyptian Feminism." 

14.45-15.15 Muhammad Allam "Discourse of Class and Gender in Post-2011 Egypt." 

15.15-15.30 Break coffee/tea 

15.30- 16.00 Laila van Berge “Transculturation through the Travels of the Tuluminati” 

16.00- 16.30 Martijn de Koning “Blue Islamophobia and the Black Mediterranean – Henri Pirenne 

and the coming of the West.” 

16.45  Drinks Cultuur Café (all) 

18.45  Dinner (for speakers and members of Department IPS) 


