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The Promise of the Pact? What the EU promised but the

Pact on Migration and Asylum does not deliver
Workshop Programme

CPO-room (GR1.104,1* floor, Grotius-building)
Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands
22 May 2026

9.30-9.45 Registration and coffee
9.45-10.00 Introductory Remarks by Prof. Dr. Tesseltje de Lange
10.00 - 10.30 Keynote speech by Prof. Dr. Tineke Strik

10.30-12.00 Panel Session 1

Solidarity and Asylum Co-chairs: Karin Zwaan (Radboud University) & Lynn Hillary
(University of Amsterdam)

Between adoption and entry into force: anticipatory asylum practices in Italy and
Greece Greta Albertari (Phd Candidate, VU Amsterdam)

Mandatory in Name, Voluntary in Practice. Solidarity and Responsibility-Sharing in the
EU’s New Pact on Migration and Asylum Konstantina Liontou (PhD Candidate,
Democritus University of Thrace) ONLINE

The EU Migration Pact’s Turn to Control: Redefining Asylum at the Expense of
Protection Martin Westlund (Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Gothenburg)
Fundamental Rights Monitoring Under the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum:
Limitations and Persistent Accountability Gaps Antonella Patteri (Postdoctoral Research
Fellow, Polish Academy of Sciences)

Prediction over Protection? Anticipatory Risk Governance under the EU Pact on
Migration and Asylum Leyla Gayibova (PhD Candidate, VU Amsterdam)

12.00 - 12.45 Lunch

12.45 - 14.00 Panel session 2

Vulnerability Chair: Amy Weatherburn (KU Leuven)

Age assessment and the best interests of the child in the Asylum Procedures Regulation
Mark Klaassen (Associate Professor, Leiden University); Daniel Simon; Elias Tissandie-
Nasom (Leiden University)

Datafying Childhood in the EU Migration Pact Murtaza Mohigi (Assistant Professor,
University of Agder); Gagandeep Kaur (Senior Associate Professor, UPES); Mohammad
Kazem Mohagei (Human Rights Activist & Author) ONLINE
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Protecting the vulnerable? Vulnerability as Rhetoric and Control in the EU’s New Pact
on Migration and Asylum Pedro Sanz Diaz (PhD Candidate, Dublin City University)
Gendered protection blind spots in the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum: from
“vulnerability checks” to outsourced governance Irmak Kurulmus (PhD candidate,
Toronto Metropolitan University)

14.00 - 14.15 Break
14.15 - 15.45 Panel Session 3

Legal Pathways Chair: Karen Geertsema (Radboud University)

The lllusory Promise of Integration Matteo Bottero (Postdoctoral researcher, University
of Copenhagen) ONLINE

Legal Pathways in the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum: Enhancing the Protection of
Refugees or Yet Another Migration Control Tool? Emiliya Bratanova (PhD Candidate,
Lund University)

Voluntary shall remain voluntary: What the Resettlement and Humanitarian Admission
Framework Regulation (EU) 2024/1350 can and cannot deliver Meltem Ineli Ciger
(Associate Professor, Suleyman Demirel University) ONLINE

The new EU Resettlement Framework: A flexible harmonization undermining refugees’
fundamental rights Caroline Leclercqg (PhD Candidate, Université libre de Bruxelles)
Strategic litigation as a mechanism of convergence in the EU labour migration acquis:
judicial construction of migrant workers’ rights under the Single Permit Directive Marco
Paron Trivellato (External PhD Candidate, Université libre de Bruxelles (pending))

15.45 - 16.00 Break
16.00 — 17.15 Panel Session 4

The Pact and Third Countries Chair: Annick Pijnenburg (Radboud University)

Presuming Protection, Shifting Responsibility: Safe Country Reforms and the Unfinished
Promises of the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum Ramon Barreto (PhD Canidate, Oslo
Metropolitan University)

An effective system of return — a missing piece in the New Pact on Migration and
Asylum? Jonas Borneman (Assistant Professor, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen)

All bark no bite? New Pact’s External Partnerships and its Missing Legal Framework
Tamta Gventadze (PhD candidate, University of Tuscia)

The Promise of Enforcement: The Role of the EU Agency for Asylum in the Application of
Safe Country Concepts Salvo Nicolosi (Associate Professor, Utrecht University)

Is the EU New Pact the Beginning of the End for Member States’ Bilateral Migration
Agreements? Marion Panizzon (Senior Research Fellow, University of Bern)

17.15-17.30 Closing Remarks by Karin Zwaan (Radboud University)
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17.30 — 19.00 Drinks and buffet

Organising Committee

e Dr. Karen Geertsema, Assistant Professor, Sociology of Law and Migration Law,
Radboud University

e Dr. Lynn Hillary, Assistant Professor, Constitutional and Administrative Law,
University of Amsterdam

e Dr. Annick Pijnenburg, Assistant Professor, International and European Law, Radboud

University

e Dr. Amy Weatherburn, FWO Senior Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute for European Law,
KU Leuven

e Dr. Karin Zwaan, Associate Professor, Sociology of Law and Migration Law, Radboud
University

With the support of the Netherlands Network for Human Rights Research
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